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FOREWORD

Man is not only an animal with merely physical needs
but he is also a psychological, social, emotional, moral and
spiritual a being, having been endowed with the senses of
rationality, sociability, with the urges of justice and good-
will towards his fellow-beings and of obedience to the
laws of his Creator. Any civilisation based only on one
of the aspects of his nature and ignoring others, is in-

complete and ultimately bound to fail, because it is destined
to become a source of dis-satisfaction to him.

Problems relating to the satisfaction of his physical
needs especially the primary wants of food, clothings,
~shelter, education, health and work, form the basic
requirements which distinguish man from the other animals.
But to admit this should not be taken to mean to admit
the whole truth, However high and healthy his living
conditions be, man still has certain other important urges
to satisfy. The tragedy of the present or the materialistic
civilisation as we may well designate it, is that it has put a
premium on the economic factor. Wealth and riches has
come to occupy the first and foremost, nay the only
single object and end of life before him, to the
exclusion of ‘all other considerations. Every thing else is
deemed fit to be ' sacrificed for the achieving of the
monetary benefit. On the contrary the di(:tfates of justic:
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and fairplay, of fellow-feeling, faithfulness, and of good
conduct and character and every other kind of good human
behaviour are being sacrificed at the alter of god of
mammon. Money is loved for money’s own sake and not
valued for its utility. Even greatness, hosour and respectab-
ility have come to be linked and associated with wealth and
the means it provides and not with coadust and character
which are the true characteristics of a human being. Both
capitalism and communism are the outcome of the mater-
ialistic view-point on life and both have failed to give man
a complete civilisation in which all the natural instincts znd
urges of man may find their due flowering and fructification.
Mankind needs a civilisation which develops man individu-
ally and collectively in its wholeness. Tt would be such a
one which in the economic field, gives a restricted freedom
to the individual, just in conformity with the restricted
freedom man enjoys in the field of his daily social activities.
To let him have his own absolute free way, in the matter
of earnings, savings and spendings, unrestricted and
unbound by any, even untoward considerations, as the
system of capitalism implies, is fraught with as smuch
disastrous consequences as it is bound to be with the
absolute tight and rigid state control of his'economic affairs
as conceived by communism. The true and safe golden
course lies between the two equally erring extremes.

This booklet by our esteemed friend Malik Ilahi Bakhsh
of Rawalpindi has well and admirabily described this
middle and Islamic course of life, to be followed in respect
of earnings, savings and spendings of the wealth.
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The way of earning is restricted to that of lawful and
mutually agreed means. Every kind of unlawful acquisi-
tion or publicly unagreed and undeclared profits, are for-
bidden. The savings or accumulations of riches is
restricted through payments of compulsory poor-tax (Zakat)
and through voluntary gifts for welfare projects of educa-
tion, health and other beneficial schemes for the community.
Earning of moaey by money.or in other words multiplica-
tion of riches, without either the exercise of labour or
intelligence on the part of the investor, is totally forbidden.
Another source of accumulation is heritage by only a
single off-spring as conceived through the law of promogen:-
ture. Thus the Quranic formula for distribution and
circulation of wealth may be expressed in the form of a
mathematical equation like this :—

where 4 stands for additions or earnings through only
lawful means and — or minus stands for subtractions from

savings through Zakat (2.5 9, of all savings) and voluntary
gifts during one’s own life. Multiplication (money made by
money) or usuary is wholly unlawful and division =implies
the distribution of wealth after one’s death, both by com-
pulsory distribution among the various inheritors as well as
by voluntary gifts willed by the deceased for some welfare
project, after his death. Thus the resultant of both
accurnulations or savings and distributions or subtractions
by compulsory and optional methods, leads to equality and
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circulation of wealth amongst the community. This is the
desired objective. While the Islamic method achieves
admirably the maip objective of distribution of wealth
carned and saved, it also leads to the development of all
the higher aspects of human nature. his “intellectual,
rational, emotional, social, moral end spiritual aspects.
Thus the restricted freedom in money matters adopted by

Quranic teachings leads to evolution of man and the com-
munity as a whole.

Dr. ALLAH BAKHSH



Introduction

An article, under the heading “¢Islam, capitalism and
socialism ** appeared in instalmants in the weekly ¢ The
Light, Lahore > in its issues from September to December
1970 The problem dealt with was about economic disparity
and distribution of wealth among various sections of popul-
ation, a buruing problem which. admittedly, is the chief
cause of contention, struggle and unrest, posing an imminent
threat to world peace. Since the article deals with this subject
from the Quranic point of view and has been well
received, it has been decided to preseat it in a booklet
form.

It is hoped the Quranic references (<bl) quoted
in it will provide light and guidance to those, entrusted
with the task of framing constitution on Islamic

principles in Pakistan. If they act on the Quranic
injunction, (Olsaxlly PS’\H Aol sislasy ds 521 g Sl U!r-l_}i_g x3)
“ help one another in righteousness and piety and help not
one another in sln and aggression ", their task will not
only become easy but also fruitful,

ILAHI BAKHSH MALIK
16¢: Satellite Town, Rawalpindj.
January 1971,



Islam, Capitalism and Socialism.

1: Controversy regarding form of Constitution in Pakistan.

A controversy is afoot, among leaders, in Pakistan
about the form of constitution, with special emphasis
on improving its socio-economic conditions, best suited
to the ideology of Pakistan. Some favour Socialism
as the best solution, while others advocate Islamic laws
or status qua, The main reason for difference which
results in conflict, is that people adopt « material approach
to every thing in preference to religious teachings and
tenets.  The controversy at times assumes perilous
proportions which lead to violence and threaten the very
peace of the country,

Belizving that Islam offers the best guidance and solu-

tion for all ills and problems, whether spiritual,
or temporal, I am tempted to quote a few Quranic
verses, bearing on economic problems confronting the
world. Con-titutions, so far, adopted by Pakistan, having
chiefly been based on the pattern of capitalist countries,
are not acceptable to Muslims who crave for a constitution
which should change Pakistan into an Islamic State. It
is however a besetting weakness of Muslims, including
the leaders, that their conduct in daily activities sadly
lacks reflection of Islamic teachings. It is therefore all
the more imperative to have a constitution based on
Islamic principles which lay great stress on upright conduct
and fair deal for all, even those whom one hates.
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2. Lovz for Wealth

It should, however, not be surprising that
the leaders now clamouring for Islamic law, often
themselves stray away from the conduct, enjoined for
Muslims, after assuming power and forget all about it
and get busy in grabbing and amassing wealth for them-
selves, endorsing the verdict of Dr. Igbal who aptly
said, ‘et |y oS& gAs ok “Indian Muslims are slaves
of bellies (i.e, greed for wealth)”’, Sheikh Sa’di, depicted

this human tendency in a verse :—
A& A e 551 0d r,i;‘a I S RE R CWEEU LS

“The belly (i.e. lust for wealth) forges manacles for
the wrists and fetters for the legs : a slave of belly (greedy
person) seldom worships God”. The Holy Quran endorses

it and says .
(1) 2ol jp3edt Codinily Ang i) SIS dgds wils 3525w ,d OLSYE O

““Man is ungrateful to his Lord. He Himscll bears

witness to that. Great is his love for wealth.” (2) [w; L=
JUtOsei “And you love wealth witn exceeding love.”

Love for wealth inherently implanted in the very
pature of man is, therefore, the foremost cause of all
troubles, and struggles among individuals and nations in
the world, and proves the saying ihs K o, il o “Love
for money is the root of all evils”. Consequently the advo-
cates of Capitalism and Socialism in the world, actuated by
love for wealth and power, arc constantly at daggers drawn
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against one another, to overpower and subdue their rivals
to capture their territories. The present wars in the Middle
and Far East can be quoted as instances.

3. Capitalism and Socialism Compared

While in capitalist countries an individual can earn
and possess as much wealth and prbperty as possible by
any means even by exploiting the working-classes and
depriving them of their due share in producing wealth,
Socialism, claims to eliminate exploitation and poverty
merely by providing the people with necessities and
comforts of life. It appears to be a very alluring solution
of socio-economic ills and problems of the world but in
practice, it, too, can not solve them to the satisfaction
of masses because : —

(1) Socialism can not work without curbing the
fundamantal rights of freedom of speech and ind-
ependent ownership of property etc.

(2) It disallows individuals to earn wealth for their
own exclusive use and benefit, which amounts to
depriving people of their right.

(3) Equal distribution of wealth, being impossibe
amenities of life are provided, in proportion to

one’s position in society or government.

(4) It usurps possession and control of the means
of producing wealth, debarring persons, endowed
with better talents, skill and strength, to employ
their special qualities for producing more wealth
for their own use.
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4. [Islamic Socialism, its exact significance

Having probably become conscious of such defects,
advocates of Socialism in Pakistan felt it imperative
to modify the term by adding the word “Islamic” to
it, to make it appealing to Muslims. But as the exact
significance of the modified term, (if it means something
different from the word Socialism) has not been clearly
explained, it is generally interpreted to mean the theory
initiated and enunciated by Marx, who based it on the
materialistic concept of universe and denial of God and
religion. Socialism, therefore, brought into being a classless
society, rendering state and religion redundant and

unnecessary. Iqgbal says

C WY LY b o Y G 5 ples S

I have deeply studied his (Marx) utterances and find-
that he discarded kingship, priest-hood and God”’. In spite
of all that, it has however failed to remove the disparity
of wealth between various sections of population. And
although the Socialists claim to be friends of all, particularly
the Jabour, yet the provisions of life are supplied not equally
but in different measures, commensurate with one’s
position, maintaining thereby the very disparity which
they claim to remove and remedy.

5. Definition of Labour

Labour means effort to earn sustenance or to produce
wealth. And it is a fact that the hungry and disease-
stricken can hardly prove dedicated workers or even
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worshippers of God, as poverty and misery are apt to
snatch away peace of mind and faith in God. Sheikh
Sa’di says :

r-\sjjé b‘a\alg 3)}5- wa r-‘\:.g B jl.».; Jie e g_.,‘i'.

<At night, when setting myself at prayer, I reflect
what my babes are to eat next morning.” So to keep
the labourers fit, they must be well looked after through
better wages. But itis also afact that all workers are
not alike in their capacities which vastly differ. The
Holy Quran says :

D & Ol 09 ,2T) I Jad e O pmie Y1 G Ot 22 0941
“Some go about trading, seeking Allah’s bounty

(earning wealth) while others fight batties in the way of
Allah”. (2) Sheikh Sa’di says :

Men are endowed, physically or mentally with diverse
capacities suitable for performing different jobs in human
society which is organised, on difference in ranks, into
leaders and followers. Diversity exists even in spiritual
and worldly domains. God says :

Uan ke maammy Lad Ju)ll S

«“We have made some of these Messengers to excel
others. (2. 253) Hazrat Muhammad {peace and blessings
of Allah be on him) is the Greatest Prophet because he
brought the Final and Universal guidance for the spiritual,
moral, and material reformation of the entire mankind
for all times to come. Consequently some men are
manual workers, who employ physical strength to do =z
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job, others, mentally advanced, become writers,
politicians or functionaries of government, who use their
talents for devising and organising policies and projects
for producing wealth. All creative and constructive
enterprises are therefore labour in the broad sense of

the word. - :
6. Socialists took inspiration from Islam

It seems highly probable that, as a reaction against
the unjust distribution of wealth and exploitation of labour
in capitalist countries and also as a revolt against
Christianity which lacked appropriate 1evealed economic
laws for fa.r deal, Socialism got guidance or inspisration
from social laws of Islam. No secular system, tribal,
despotic, or democratic or even any religion, had
provided, economic laws for society prior to Islam. Thus
it was Islam alone which first introduced the revealed
socio-economic laws in the world. But Socialism, though
it originated much later and only very recently, was taken
to the other extreme of distributing rather doling out
wealth equally to all including the indolent and the
idiots buat denying compensation compatible with one’s
better physical or intellectual capacity. Being unjust, this
is utterly contrary to the Fundamental Principle of Islam
which lays down Osallis¥ aas nallel e sodsl shoele wlays (K
““For all are degrees of rank and reward according to what
they did or earned” (46. 50). This means that according to
Islam every deed or action whether mundane or religious, is
suitably rewarded and compensated. Thus while Capitalism,
owing to unfair distribution of wealth, led to resentment and
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unrest, Socialism is unacceptable to most minds, although it
claims equality yet actually provides amenities and comforts
of life in different measures and thereby deprives the deserv-
ing persons of their legitimate right to earn more for their
own exclusive use -and benefit.

7. Common man fares no better even under Socialism

il

Consequently while the rich under Capitalism revel
and toll in riches, the poor, forming an overwhelming
majority groan under poverty, hunger and disease. In
Socialism, too, the common man fares no better, because
love and lust for wealth and power have so thoroughly
engrossed the minds and actions of the civilized world
that moral values and the sense of right and wrong
have been totally erased from their conscience. In fact,
temptation and attraction of wealth and power are so great
that even the religious leaders, savants or saints, instead
of devoting themselves exclusively to nreaching Islam and
its temets, are now up and active in politics to grab
temporal power which has hitherto proved to be the
gateway to riches.

8. Nationalization of resources notan effective remedy for
social ills.

The suggestion to improve the country’s economy
through nationlising industrial concerns and other sources
of production on the pattern of Socialism, can not under
our present set-up, prove as effective as visualized in
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theory. All concerns after nationalization would be run
and controlled by government functionaries, and all the
consequences that generally accrue from the misuse of
power will emerge. Corruption and inefficiency will
become rampant and the country’s economy Wwill suffer
rather than improve. To rectify economic imbalance and
prevent accumulation of wealth in a few hands, corraption
and grab of politicians and officers must needs be effec-
tively curbed . Besides, the entire profit, after nationalization,
would go to government, leaving little incentive for
officers to work with devotion for achieving greater output
to earn maximum profit,

9 Islam Provides Middle Course

In short the disproportionate earning, producing and
possessing wealth by vatious sections of society has become
a difficult problem for the so-called civilized world to
solve. Islam, which asserts, and rightly too, that it
brought complete and comprehensive rules of guidance
for the spiritual, moral and material uplift of man, has
provided a middle rather the best course, for man’s
activities, including distribution of wealth among various.
sections of society, the developmept of which without
socio-ecopomic justice is inconceivable. Socialism, being
devoid of faith in God, lacks love for humanity, Sso
essential for acts of philanthropy and benevolence as these
virtues are inculcated in man by religion alone. God

says: (1) W r)’yt........&b o cdeST o5l
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“This day I have perfected for you, your religion
and chosen for you Islam as a religion.” (5. 3)

() cpadeacl (5503 dom)s 03 (54 S GOl Sde Wiy

«cAnd We have rtevealed the book (Quran) to thee
explaining all things—a guidance in life and mercy and
glad tidings for those who submit.” (16:89).

O)!;Mg LJEJ”H CJf-"E-’*M eIy rji\ P ul:l) SHg QT;EH las O

S LA Tl ned O ]

“Surely the Quran guides us to that which is most -
upright and gives good news to the believers who do
good™. (17:9)
10. Allah provides sustenance

Islam, consequently, furnishes directions for every
human activity and leaves no room for abrogation,
replacement or any amendment in its principles. Thus
while Socialism denies faith in God as ““Rab” (Providence
and Sustainer of His creations), Islam isculcates that
God alone bestows not only guidance for spiritual progress
and moral conduct of mankind but also provides means
for its physical nourishment. The Holy Qurn says :

iy & SV AN G R e b
““There is no animal in the earth but on Allah is
the sustenance of it.”” (11:6)
o3 Uls lgF) Al Lgd)y e N AT o i
<“And how many a living creature carries not is

sustenance (because) Allah sustains it and yourself (too).
(29 : 60)
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““And We made in it (the earth) means of subsistence

for you and for him whom you provide not”, (15 : 20)
oellasilled 15 Jlea &1 O

“Surely Allah is the Bestower of sustenance, the
Powerful, the Strong™. (51 : 58)

It is evident from the above verses that God alone
provides —sustenance and amenities of life to all His crea-
tion. Corroborating this, the Holy Prophet, (peace be
upon him) said, & Jks =M <“The entire humanity is
Allah’s family””’

Maulana Hali versified it thus :

E 1 watS” G ghdes &)k o WS § dsde LS 1S Gaw N vy

“This is the first lesson in the opening chapter of
the guiding book (tHe Holy Quran) that all creation is
God’s family,”

Thus Islam, established human society based on
relationship of fraternity and brotherhood of the entire
humanity, with God as its Sole Prime Sustainer, and
not any individual, a leader, or a human society, be it a
Republic, Democratic, Socialist, or even an Autocratic
state.

Rizq (wealth) is called Khair or Fazal (good or bounty)
in the Holy Quran and providing means of Rizq (livelihood)
1s termed as blessings. God says :

e + J T -
Cbl?n)zj\ o0 pded)y9 sl g W@;Lu_g r.‘:l e LS Jils

!
- Npiis Wil 2 28 dgl; r,@,.;l..,'aé 9
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““And surely We have honoured the children of
Adam and We carry them in the land and the sea and
We provide them with good things and We made them
to excel high, most of these whom We have created.”
(17 : 70)

It is obvious from the above that man is the noblest
of creation (wliys=a)ldi,2l) and it is also evident from one
of the above verses, that providing sustenance even to the
lowest of creation (the insects) is guaranteed by Providence
Himself. How can He ignore His noblest creatures. He
says i— - iz G e v 0

“Allah gives him (the man) sustenance from whence
he imagines not.”” (65 : 3)

Sheikh Saadi translated this in the verse :
Siley Oy OF 3ol Blo 8™ Wil 553y oLl Olsh w
“God provides liviihood to an idiot through such
means as puzzle the wise and the learned.”
In this regard the Holy Quran says :
- gNigs onbe o elis oed (33,01 by BT OO
Ah ! (know) that Allah amplifies and straitens the

means of subsistence for whom He pleases of His servants”
(28 :82).

L.—\w} J-:ig sL&'L:' L’J—a LE)'J‘Q :JJ‘ Q‘

““Surely Allah gives to whom He pleases without
measure.”” (3 : 36)



Because :

- r}L’u _).A:ég‘)H o };3[»_9 u\.‘:b.:: GazeYl éé“ O Ob

*“There is not thing but with Us (Allah) are the

treasures of it and We send it not but in known measure’’,
(15:21)

““And they know that Allah gives ample subsistence
to whom He pleases and sustains. Surcly there are
signs in this for a people who believe.” (39 :52)

!
Wt sl Ny d;«g L)fj} uﬂjvl 3 ‘}i.:j o3Lux Lg)jj‘ il bngj_g
- e m 03l

“If Allah were to amplify the possession, they would
rebel in the earth so He sends it down by measures as
He pleasees. Surely He is Aware, Seer of His servants.”

(42:27)

The West has got plenty and is wallowing in the
quagmire of wealth, but instead of being grateful to the
Providence, it openly denies the very existence of God,
which the Communists had already done. Even most of
the rich Govt. functionaries, leaders, and other opulent
Muslims seldom obey and carry out God’s commands
about praying and spending for the good of the poor
though they spend a lot on propaganda from overt and
covert sources either to import Socialism, or to oppose it
by supporting Capitalism or by maintaining the status
guo for selfish and sordid ends.
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11. The Holy Quran disapproves equality in Wealth

In regard to economic disparities and normal social
contrasts, the Holy Quran says;

- O3doeomy bl daxtdl £ guo b r,.@é (,.?.SLQ‘ EANW dch

‘“‘Allah has made some of you excel others in the
means of subsistence. So those, who are made to excel,
give not away their sustenance to those whom their right

hands possess so that they may be equal therein. Will they
deny the favour of Allah. 7 (16 :71)

It is abundantly clear from the verses above that owing
to diversity of physical or intellectual capacities of men,
the Holy Quran not only disapproves distribution of wealth

equaily among all mea but strongly forbids it. This is also
borne out by a negative response in the Holy Quran, to

the demand for an equal share in the spiritual gift of
revelation and inspiration, which the nations invariably
made to their respective prophets merely because of diffe-
rences in their spiritual capacities. Thus evidently there is,
a strong warning in the Holy Quran for those who follow
the atheists (socialists and communists) and demand equal
distribution of wealth, for the Holy Quran says :
- weis Blsjl wlanly I Sie B3y

‘“Strain not thy eyes (look not covetously) at what

We have given certain classes of them to enjoy”. (15:88)

- udn e r,(..a.nu wdd] Jodd Lo 15225V
‘““And set not eyes greedily on that by which Allah has
made some of you excel others”. (4 : 32)
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Whatever Allah grants to men of (His) mercy, there is
no one to withhold it and what He withholds none
can grant thereafter”. (35 : 2)

Because ;
SERO 3 [ FIPESVPL 7S DY PR VUL 31 [ FIPWOS ) | PR |

‘“‘For men is the benefit of what they earn and for
women is the benefit of what they earn”. (4 : 32)

It is therefore evident from the above that -

1. Aliah provides sustenance to His creation in
different measures ; abundant to some and scanty to others,

2. Because : He is Wise and Kpowing and has the
treasures of everything in his Own coatrol.

3. To reject the demand for dead level equality in
wealth for ali, God forbids people even to look greedily at
what has been given in abundance to certain classes or
individuals.

4. The Holy Quran patently recognises diversity in
capacity of men for work.

5. There is no bar to or restriction even on women to
earn wealth for their own benefit and to own it.

6. Thus while some men are fit only for physical
labour in fields, and factories, others, due to their superior
talents or technical knowledge, deserve to guide and super-
vise their subordinates. As a result, of Providing
sustenance or wealth in different proportions some persons
grow rich, while others become poor. But God as Provi-
dence (Rab) could not remain oblivious to the needs of the
less favoured of His creation. He Himself says :
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< And never are We heedless of creation.” (23 :11)
- oWt Je Jads) & ol
«Surely God is Gracious towards mankind”. (10:60)
soxluay i) ) Allah is Benignant to His servant. (42:19)

Consequently to keep the indigent and the destitute
provided with necessities of life and also to prevent
concentration of wealth in a few hands, there are, in the
Holy Quran oft-repeated exhortations and inducements
for those possessing wealth and property to distribute it
(@) through compulsory contribution like Zakat, inheritance,
will, gift and fizrana, and (b) by spending benevolently as

voluntary acts of alms and generosity on humanitarian and
fraternal considerations, merely for pleasing God and

seeking His favour, and not for mundane ends or reward.
Accordingly the Holy Quran says :

- rgjza.“_g Pl G r,.g.”_}a\ ué_g
<¢And in the wealth of the rich, there is a share for one
who begged and for one who could not””. (51:19)

Can any other system, religious or political, excel this
measure of distribution of wealth for providing relief to

the distressed and the destitute. The Holy Quran comm-
ands :

<“And keep up prayer and pay the poor-rate (Zakat)
and hold fast to Allab”. (32:78)
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Evidently it has been imposed as a prime duty on
every male or female to (a) pray to God for spiritual prog-
ress, and (b) spend a portion of his or her wealth in the way
of Allah as charity in gratitude for His blessings. These two
are the practical essentials of faith, and are constantly
repeated in the Holy Quran. But, although it is incumbent
upon the rich to spend, the right to spend at their own
option or discretion has neither been superseded nor
overlooked. Thus the Holy Quran says :

- Ogen i @S0 Jg Jl Lgnbl 531557501 15519 & shaall 508l
““Keep up prayer and pay the poor-rate and obey the
Messenger, so that mercy may be shown to you’: (24:56)
The ordinance of Zakat (Charity) which literally means
purifying wealth, is meant to take from the rich and give
to the poor and is the most frequently repeated obligatory
injunction in the Holy Quran. It is therefore the right of
God in one’s wealth and property, meant for the welfare of
the poor and it serves as a basis for fair distribution

of wealth, and a plan to alleviate the miseries of the
destitute, The Holy Quran, in this regard, says :

!
Aelas Vo UaVo wd am Y pss 3L Ol U o o535 e 1g3a51
im 2 v ot )

“Spend out of what We have given you before the day
comes, in which there is no bargaining, nor friend-ship,
nor intercession.”” (2 : 254)

‘33}3‘5 % Y_g ‘_}f:w” og' 9 Cjﬁg‘m&n“j i L|5>).Q”.> g

““And give to the near of kin his due and to the needy
and the way- farer and squander not wastefully”’. (17 : 26)
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Thus Islam, unlike Socialism, raises the poor and does
not bring the rich down to the level of the poor.

The Muslims, particularly the leaders, instcad of
spending for the good of the destitute, spend large amounts
on elections and on offerings to religious guides (the pirs)

There are also laws of inheritance in Islam about which
the Holy Prophet said :
w.::;‘) jLé .g\,o JJK CJ-‘

““If one leaves, on death, wealth and property it goes

to his heirs”, and not to the Government treasury Or
exclusively to the ecldest son, according to the law of
primogeniture, prevalent in some countries. The Holy

Quran corroborates it and says :

koo gll et S5 O @pell (Tl e 13 oSk o8
oriedl Jo s Chomally oYy sl

«1t is prescribed for you when death approaches one
of you, if he leaves wealth, for parents and near relatives,
to make a bequest in a kindly manner, it is incumbent upon
the dutiful”. (2: 180)

ot Y ddselly lede C’:»\-AS’J‘_B L'J,:iwo.”_g ol el ;',E:'Jx.,a.ﬂ Lasl
) Aoy b el 2l A e G 3 Onp\all g S G
< Charity (Zakat) is only for the poor and the needy
and those employed to administer it and those whose hearts
are made to incline (to truth) and (to free) the captives and
those in debt and in the way of Allah and the way-farer (it
is), an ordinanee from Allah . (9 :60) The rich are also
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exhorted and induced to spend voluntarily, more as acts of
sympathy and philanthropy for their fellow-beings and
seeking God’s pleasure than for mundane reward or as a
show of favour to the poor. The Holy Quran says :

631950 a1 L Ogmets ¥ o8 il Jare & o1l O izy 2]

“Those who spend in the way of Allah, then follow
not up what they have spent with reproach or injury their
reward is with their Lord.” (2 :262)

Korki Wil = |l Ty LeFos wom (ke plaball O gasbay’
z % ]
|)3§Z~'y_9 c-‘f Pf,.o .\eJSY anl w..sJJ

¢t And they feed the poor, the orphan and prisoners
for the love of God (saying), we feed you for Allah’s
pleasure, only. We desire or demand no reward nor thanks
from you.” (76:8,9)

Muslims are enjoined to give good things as charity
and not condemned or illgotten omes. The Holy Quran
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QO you who believe, spend out of the good things that
you earn and that which we bring forth for you out of the
earth and aim not at the bad to spend thereof,” (2 : 267)

Because, O)l:’ﬂ)kM ‘jﬂ—lﬁ) L‘_S:’JT” ‘_5.‘ Ly C).) “Youn can not

attain to righteousness or virture unless you expend out of
what you love or what is dear to you.” (3 : 91)
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12. Private ownership permissible in Islam -

Unlike Socialism, Islam permits, rather encourages
individuals to earn wealth, placing no restriction even on
women to earn for their own good and gain. Thus Islam
recognises private ownership of we alth and property. The
Holy Quran. in this regard, says :

oSty oo Shad | g3 Ol b @Ko )

< It is no sin for you that you seek the bounty of your
Lord.” (2 : 198)

Great stress is laid on Friday prayer. Muslims are
enjoined to leave traffic on hearing the call (4zan) for prayer
and hasten to mosques, but are ordained to disperse and
_resume seeking Allah’s grace (i.e. earning wealth), (62 : 10)

Islam therefore gives impetus to earning wealth which

has been termed ““bounty > (Fazl) so much so that it is
not a sin even to combine religious ceremonies like pilgrim-

age, with wordly gain by transacting trade or business
during the season of pilgrimage. Sheikh Saadi says :

lm)b u..m:-W‘L}ﬂEJaJ.w 5)_55.013.23 u})ju}ﬁp;

« Though one can not procure more than what is
predestined for him, yet it behoves one not to be idle and

to look for it, for he knows not what is in store for him.

13. Honest Earning (Kasab-i-Halal)

Islam, however, lays great emphasis on Kasb-i-Halal,
.earning wealth or sustenance purely through honest and
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legitimate means. This serves as a check or acts as a brake
on all corrupt practices and shady activities for acquiring
and grabbing wealth through force or illegal source like
robbery, bribery, cheating, smuggling, hoarding, black-
marketing or exploiting the poor and collecting funds for

political organisations. Such evil and illegal deeds and
actions are severely condemned and prohibited by Islam

equally for all whether Government officers, industrialists,
shopkeepers or others. The Holy Quran says :
bt oSt oS sal 1586 Y gl ) Ll

“O you who behieve, devour not property among
yourselves by foul means.”” (4 : 29) It again says,
O Vi 18T pBol (el 3y JbLIL (oS oS00l 15676
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““ And swallow not up your property among yourselves
by false means nor seek to gain access thereby to the judges.
so that you may swallow up a part of the property of men.
wrongly while you know.”” (4 : 29).
14. Deeds contrary to words

Doutblessly, every one esteems justice, integrity and
chastity; and abhors greed and dishonesty yet deeds are
mostly contrary to words. The chief reason why leaders.
have strayed from the aims and objects which necessitated
the creation of Pakistan, is that we ignored to base our
economy on the Islamic doctrines of social justice and
economy and adopted instead, systems which accentuated
disparity between the rich and the poor. The self-seeking.

leaders, after coming to power in the past, exploited the
poor, paying little heed to the warning of Quaid-i-Azam
who had said-.
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¢« Landlords and capitalists flourished at our expense
by a system which is so vicious and so wicked and which
makes them so selfish.. If this is the idea of Pakistan, I
would not bave it.”

He had also said, ¢ the adoption of Western economic
theory and practice will not help us in achieving our goal
of creating a happy and contented people.” The quotations
show that Muslims strove and struggled for Pakistan, as
they had a higher objective in view as tbe Quaid-i-Azem
had said ‘¢ The establishment of Pakistan for which we
have been striving for the last ten years, is by the grace of
God, an established fact to-day but the creation of a state
of our own was a means to an end and pot the end itself.
The idea was that we should have a state in which we
could live...(and) develop according to our own lights and
culture and where principles of Islam could find free play”
He further said :

< Tt is my belief that our salvation lies in following
the golden rules of conduct set for us by our great Law-
giver, the Prophet of Islam.” He added a rider by saying:

« Today they (the essential principles) are applicable
in actual life as they were 1300 years ago. Islam and its

ideals have taught us no democracy. It bas taught us
equality of men, justice and fairplay to everybody.”
15, Meaning of Democracy.

Democracy means majority rule of the elected repre-
sentatives of parties with freedom for religion, speech,
association and respect for the right of minorities. But
experience in Pakistan shows that during the Premiership
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of the late Kh. Nazimud-Din. a man at the helm of provin-
cial affairs exploited religion to create hell and havoc for a
certain section of population in 1953 to gain political aims.
But the anarchy and disorder soon spread like wild-fire and
got out of control, making the high-ups in the society the
chief target. After many inpocent lives had been lost
Martial Law was imposed to restore peace.

16. Welfare State establ'shed on Islamic Principles.

During the heyday of Islam, under the leadership of
our Holy Prophet (peace be on him) and his immediate
Successors, Muslims acted upon the Islamic ordinances of
charity and alms and established a real Welfare State,
based on Islamic social Justice among the ever-warring
tribes of Arabia. They, therefore, raised the glory of
Islam through upright conduct and simple ascetic life and
thereby rightly earned the epithet ‘‘the best of the people”.
And as long as the Muslims adhered to the Holy Quran
and followed its teachings, they continued to advance in
every field of activity in the world and even now can
prosper and lead the world to piety, and prosperity only if
they thcmselves obey the sacred ordinances of Allah, and
seek guidance and remedy for their economic ills from
the Holy Quran, instead of importing Socialism from
the atheists or remain obsessed with Capitalism or per-
petuate sratus quo. It is admitted even by foes that no
faith, through its excellent rules of conduct, ever imparted
such a vibrant energy to its votaries on such a wide scale
as did Islam in its early stages. Because what the most
progressive’ social thinker in the world could ever conceive
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.desirable as a basis for political peace and economic
prosperity, is amply provided in the teachings of Islam.
Fear of God and love for mankind are the two cardinal
principles of Islamic social justice. So po social and
_economic system other than that preached by Islam, can
ensure better relief and comfort to those suffering from
want, hunger and disease. If the advocates of Islamic
Socialism mean genuine Quranic social justice in Pakistan
they should be well-advised to drop the alien and atheistic
‘word Socialism. Tt would then be welcome by all and
‘should also have no clash with the ideology of Pakistan.
Woe, however, to us (the present
17. Quran is rected on ceremonies.

‘lip pro-fessionists of Islam) who recite the Holy Quran mostly
at Khatm-i-Quran meetings and death anniversaries or at
the graves of the rich, merely for sawab (reward) or show of
religiousity, but not as a guide for removing human distress.
We, in Pakistan look to man-made laws instead of following
the revealed doctrines of Islam and the excellent example set

‘by the Holy Prophet (peace be on him).
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18. The Holy Prophet is the best guide

The Holy Prophet of Islam is the best guide for
men for all times and climes. Addressing the Prophet,
God says : (@) pmis 3= Jhs) S .

«Thon dost surely possess moral excellence.” (68 : 4)

(b) s blw [ s4ed S

«Surely thou guidest to right path.”” (43 : 52)

(€) A’ sul @ dsey d (,,,<J oK 28
(c) ““Surely you have in the Prophetof God an excellent
exemplar and the best model of virtue and conduct.”

(33:21)

Happily the Holy Prophet (peace be on him) passed
through, almost all the circumstances of human activity.
He was a labourer, 2a trader, a husband, a father, 2
commander, a king, a legislator, a moralist, a religious
guide and the best humanist with complete faith in God.
He will ever remain the Best Model, because, he furnished
rules of conduct under varying conditions of life and
illustrated them, in his life. To quote 0DC practical exam-
ple, he, as a commander, displayed unprecedented courage
and steadfastness under utmost risk of his life when
left alone in a battlefield. Impressed by his unflinching
firmness of faith in God, the scattered army Soon reassem~
bled and protected him at the cost and loss of several lives
and turped the defeat into victory.

19. Institlution of economic uplift in Isiam.

The Muslims mast, therefore, follow him and the insti-
tutions introduced, by him, for cconomic uplift like Zakar
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and alms rather than borrow guidance from irreligious
people. The Holy Quran says :
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““And they are enjoined naught but to serve AHah,

being sincere to Him in obedience, upright and to keep

up prayer and pay the poor-rate and that is the right

religion.” (98 : 5)

2. tag il oo ws Y ey Gl OL S e @l Kg=3 of U
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“Then set thyself being upright to the right religion

before there comes from Allah, the day which can not
be averted.” (30 ; 43)

3. oSedY Tt 15351 5 by |smanls

‘“So, hear and obey and spend, it is better for
your souls.” (64 : 16)

The Muslims, even politicians or religious personages,
can have no mercy from God, if they follow others or

remain adhered to their un-Islamic ideas in preference
to God’s injunctions, reproduced below :—

. . I
8. Oyedis Wl Cimmmed) oy 3 S ool STl gl S

L 5,5 I O 65 Brai sl
“These (the above verses) are the verses of the
Book of Wisdom ; a guidance and a mercy for the doers
of good, who keep up prayer and pay the poor-rate.”
(3l1:23&4)
5. Ognenns Y RET R 1o ol 13555 Yy
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“And be not like those who say we hear and they
hear not’’. (8 : 21)

This means the Muslims are commanded to translate
into deeds what they profess to believe, because most
of us, even the Ulama, unfortunately, do mnot practise
what they preach to others.

20. Ulama’s attitude towards Jehad

A fresh proof is afforded by their callous attitude to
the doctrine of Jehad. Although Muslims all over the world
express unbounded love and affection orally for their breth-
ren in theM iddle East and feel concerned and convinced
of an immediate need for a concerted action against Israel,
whose destructive activities, are causing havoc to the life
and land of the Arabs, yet they do not take steps to get
together and organise a united froat for a holy war against
the Jewish aggression. The Ulama deliver sermons 1o
impress and stress the importance of Jehad, quoting, in
their support, the Quranic verse :

- oy Ot @l Lo digee G O3B ol s @l O
«Verily Allah loves those who fight in Allah’s cause,

arrayed in solid ranks as though they are a strong struc-
ture, cemented with molten lead”. (61 : 4)

But while they threaten to resort to jehad in Pakistan
against their political rivals and consequently have al-
ready passed a ‘¢ Fatwa of kufr” against the Muslim
sociolists in Pakislan, they do mot preach and start a
crusade égainst the Jews in Middle East. The Jamaat
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Islami Chief, cvidently an enlightened theologian, is no
exception, as he too, called upon the people at Gujranwala
to rise to the occasion and stall all efforts of the disrup-
tionists and anti-Islam forces who were impeding the
way to the introduction of Islamic laws. He urged the
people to consider no sacrifice too great for establishing
Islamic order (Pakistan Times, dated 21.2.70, p. 5). But
he does not deem it imperative to exhort people to rise
to the occasion for a ““Jehad” against Jews. A poet has
aptly depicted the behaviour and conduct of such Ulama in
the verse. v
G i1 ysms Olebes ot el GE) A

“The disbelievers (Jews etc.) feel secure from the
onslaughts of the Ulama but the Muslims could not escape
the terror and tyranny of their tongue (threats of Jehad
and fatwa-i-kufr.”’)

The Ulama are, therefore doing no service to Islam
but instead are undermining it by such actions. They
firmly maintain that Jehad is the final and decisive
alternative to crush an enemy’s attack and aggression, still
they practise it not against the Jews although they even now
condemn those Muslims who dissented from having resort
to Jehad in the past against the British in India, for want of
resources at their command. The plight of refugees in Arab
land especially in Jordan, is heart-rending. Besides the
cruelty of “cold winds which pierce through the flimsy tents
during night and scorching heat of sun during day, the
refugees are alsoexposed to barbaric and savage attacks
of Israel, armed with superior American weapons.
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The Arabs wish to regain their territory, usurped by
Tsrael with the help of Muslim States in the world, The
late President Nasser consequently had made animpassion-
ed appeal to the Muslim world for supporting the Arab
cause and raising funds and sending volunteers to check
Israel’s aggression, but it is being ignored in the electio-
neering din.

~ 21. Disparity in Economic Condition

the politicians, one and all, admit that there is a glaring
disparity in the economic conditions of the people. This
they ascribe in the main to the greed on the part of
politicians and such officers, as had, in the past, held sway
over the affairs of Pakistan. The politicians now in the
field are mostly those who ruled and allegedly ruined the
economy of Pakistan, making the poor poorer and the
rich richer, themselves included. The following Quranic
‘verses apply in their case :—
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“Surely many of the doctors of law and monks eat
away the property of men falsely..... hoard up gold and
silver and spend it not in Allah’s way. Announce to them
a painful chastisement”. (9 : 34)

The leaders, who originally supported or were opposed
to the very concept of Pakistan and struggle for it are,
pnow with elections looming ahead echoing loudly the
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public demand for economic reforms and religious character
of the projected constitution of the country. They are,
thesefore.

(a) laying emphasis on the ideology of Pakistan.

(b) promising to support a constitution based on the
sublime principles of Islam,

(c) showing great concern about the problems facing
the common man,

(d) holding out ambiguous promises to make Pakistan
a prosperous, Islamic democratic state, should they come
into power,

(e) laying great stress on the virtues and values of
Islamic laws.

How far they themselves act upon what they so voci-
ferously profess, is an open secret. Consequently they
are widely divided in their approach to the principles of
socio-econpomic set up in Islam. Had they been sincere
and staunch supporters of [slam, as they pose and assert at
present, they would long have moulded their own lives
according to it, instead of merely harping upon terms
like ““Islamic Socialism™ or ‘‘Islamic Order”” aund stub-
bornly sticking to their own particular views, carping at
each other with dark expletives and recriminations ‘‘brand-
ing some as ““Kafir”’ (Vide ““Fatwa’ of Ulama in The Jang
dated 25.2.70,) irrespective of the fact that such people
recite the ““Kalimah”, offer prayer and keep fast. “Suppo-
rting such “‘Kafirs” financially or in other ways, is nothing
short of assisting kufr was declared in the Fatwa”
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The wulama claim :to derive authority from God for:
their assertions but actually deny His commands through
Fatwas which are contrary to the spirit of the Holy Quran
and Hadith. In their enthusiastic pursuit for mundane
gaing, the ulama in Pakistan in utter disregard of the very
fundamental formula, that by reciting Kalimah a non-
Muslim becomes a Muslim, dared to pass a Fatwa against
Muslims and pressed for their excommunication though
they recite the Kalimaa, merely because they hold different
views on political matters. By such acts, they contradict
their own demand for introducing Islamic order in Pakistan.
If, God forbid, they capture temporal power, they would
never tolerate different views in the interpretation of
religion and would never hesitate to adopt coercive
measures against those who do not subscribe to their
views,

22. Fatwa-i-kufr

A fatwa of kufr can prove fatal to the unity, strength
and solidarity of Muslims. To nip such attitudes, in
the bud, a strong condemnation by the sensible Muslims
is highly desirable and is an urgent need of the time,
otherwise feelings of hatred and enmity instead of love and
concord, will be generated among Muslims.

23. Kalimah is a fort.

Kalimah, admittedly, is like a fold, rather a fort, which
protects its votaries from expulsion from Islamic brother-
hood, for as long as a person recites Kalimah and believes in
it, he remains a Muslim and no authority, religious or
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temporal, can excommunicate him and deprive him of the
blessings of Islam. He may deserve capital punishment or
a life imprisonment for committing wicked deeds but he
cannot be branded as kajir, even for a heineous crime.
Our Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of God be upon
him) did not declare or dub even a confirmed Munafig as
kafir for the sole reason that he recited the Kualima
though hypocritically. The Furwe mentioned above
is, therefore, senseless and malicions because even if
Socialism is kufr, (heresay) it has not yet been enforced,
and is being advocated in ambiguous terms which have
not yet been clearly defined snd explained to show by what
law the present economic system in Pakistan is sought to be
replaced.

If the advocates of Socialism in Pakistan intend to
import a foreign system of dead-level equality in wealth in
the name of ““Islamic Socialism™, such a system, will not
only be against the Holy Quran but will also be impractical
because it is incapable of being strictly enforced even in
the socialist countries, which are coatrolled by a group of
powerful persons, and where it can be enforced more
effectively than in a democratic country like Pakistan. Even
in Socialist states the necessaries and comforts of life are
not supplied in equal measuresto all asis erroneously

understood by many.

Great enormities were perpetrated to establish Social-
ism yet the avowed object of eliminating disparity in
wealth could not be achieved. Socialism is in fact, no
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better than Capitalism. The Chief advocate of Socialism
in Pakistan, while, defining Islamic Socialism said :

“If West-oriented parlimentary democracy could suit
the country, there is no reason why the principle of
Islamic Musawat as preached by the Holy Quran be not
practised in Pakistan. Islamic Socialism is just nothing but
English translation of the phrase ‘‘Islamic Musawat” (Vide
The Pakistan Times, dated 24-2-1970,

The Holy Quran, no doubt ordains Musawat (equal treatment
for all) and strongly forbids distinction of colour, creed race
and rank in administering justice but as shown above it
neither preaches nor admits of equality (Musawat) in wealth
or rank. On the contrary, it leaves open the field for earning,
honestly of course, as much weaith as possible. Besides,
a society or a state is organised on difference of ranks,
even in socialist countries. So, while some men, on the
basis of better ability, control and conduct the affairs
of Government as well as business or commerce, others
work as manual labourers, cultivators etc. Equal distri-
bution of wealth among all is, therefore, an utter im-

possibility.
Dr. Igbal supports it and says.
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This unnatural system, the Socialism believes in equal
distribution of wealth but not infeelings of fraturnity and
brotherhood of humanity.

It would not be out of place to ask the advocates of
Islamic Socialism : How would equality in wealth and
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ranks be enforced ? We may also ask those who tavour
capitalism, starus quo or Islamic order : how prosperity for
all would be achieved or guaranteed through their respec-
tive ideologies afier granting enormous exemptions, under
the country’s existing resources 7 Will the Head of state,
the ministers, the officers and the cultivators be brought on
an equal level in respect of amenities and comforts of
life 7 How will the state under Socialism or Islamic
order provide equal opportunities for all to earn wealth
to keep them prosperous. All this needs to be clarified and
illustrated by a clear analysis. Fortunately for them, most
of the leaders own considerable wealth and property which
they expend on election in a bid to capture power. But,
although they profess to be supporters and sympathisers of
the poor and the needy and the Holy Quran also exhorts
them in verses reproduced below to spend for the weal and
welfare of the poor, they spend naught for them.

I
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“ Behold ! you are those who are called upon to spend
in Allah’s way but among you are those who are
niggardly and whoever is niggardly is niggardly against
his own soul. And Allah is Sufficient and you have needs.”
{47 : 38)

In obedience to the above-quoted commands, the
leaders, instead of parting with some of their own wealth
and spending it for the good of the poor, merely hold out
promises to ameliorate their lot at Government expense after
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coming to power, Realizing, however, that religion is most
sacred to Muslims, they exploit them through catchy slogans
for plenty to gain support in election. Experience, however,
proves that no sooner are the leaders elected than they get
involved in reaping the harvest of election by amassing
wealth for themselves, and feeling supremely unconcerned
with problems relating to the people. As an earnest of what
the leaders promise to achieve, let them draw up constitu-
tion on a miniature scale, indicating means of ensuring
prosperity and elsminating economic disparity in the
country to be adopted as a trial first by the members of
their respective parties which are comprised of both the
wealthy and the poor.

If the leaders are faithful to what they so vociferously
preach in support of Islam and honestly desire to
remove or reduce the distress of people and turn Pakistan
into a prosperous state that objective can best be achieved
by strictly adhering to the doctrines of Islam, the bene-
ficence and utility of which, both for spiritual and
material prosperity of mankind, was amply established
by the Holy Prophet fpeace and blessings be on him) and
his immediate followers, who l:id the foundations of a
real Welfare State in the world. As stated above, Islam
encompasses all needs of society, This is supported even
by a non-Muslim writer Sir Theodore Morrison, who
writes in “‘England and Islam’’:-

““The Truth is that Islam is more than a creed; it is a
complete social system. It is a civilization with philo-
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sophy....,on its struggle against rival civilizaticn of Christ-
endom, it has become an organic unit conscious of itself.”

The vociferous ““Islam Pasands™ (a despicable term)
can play a tremendous role by leading an ascetic and
austere life on the pattern of the Holy Prophet so as
to set an e¢xample for others to emulate. Ulama and
others of their ilk who are not satisfied until they call
themselves ““Islam-Pasand™ in Pakistan, having entangled
- themselves in power-politics, can hardly deliver the goods.
They have no spare time tc preach the moral and spiritual
values of Islam for upright conduct in life. The leaders,
the antisocialist savants in particular, should act upon
the Quranic verse :

O sen,i oKhed D155 s o35G st il oohiols 5 ot O g2 5adl Ll
=00 5 S oy 5 el

“The believers are brethren, so make peace between
brethren and keep your duty to Allsh that MErcy
may be had onyou.” (40:10) Thus while differing on a
variety of other problems the anti-socialist savants can
resolve and level up differences among the contending
factions in respect of the most acute and important
problem of economic disparity by adopting and enforcing
Islamic ordinances of charity, alms, sacrifice, and inherit-
ance etc., But they are so obsessed with party clashes
for gaining power and supremacy in Government, that
they have hardly the time to set their own house in
order and wean the people from the alien Isms by their
bona fides.
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24. 1Istam proxides better social laws

No measure other than the revealed laws of Islam,
can effectively eliminate exploitation, unfair distribution
of wzalth and remove, reduce, or redress the miseries
and grievances of the common man. For, while a man-
made constitution or an ordinance can be repugnant and
unacceptable to the public and a hell can be created in
protest against it in democratic countries, the revealed
laws of Islam will never be openly opposed even by those
Muslims who do not themselves act upon them.

Tihus while Capitalism impoverishes the masses, by
permitting concentration of wealth in a few hands, Socia-
lism, though posing to be a friend of labour, defeats its
owa philosophy by denying legitimate basic rights of
speech and commensurate reward for one’s labour. In
Islam, on th: contrary, there are definite laws, which
regulate fair distribution of wealth and provide guide-lines
for lasting peace and prosperity in the world. Accordingly
the Holy Quran says - ‘
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“Those, if We establish them in the lund will keep

up prayer and pay the poor-rate and enjoin good and
forbid evil”. (22 : 41)

1t is, however, an admitted fact that only he can
effectively enjoin good and forbid evil, who himself says
prayer, pays Zakat and acts upon what he preaches.
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25. Two Fundamentals of Islam.

Out of the Five Fundamentals of Islam, prayer and
s«Zakat” are practical tenets for promoting spirituality and
material prosperity of man. Prayet is a duty to God and
«Zakat,” a duty for service to humanity for material aid
in gratitude for God’s blessings. The Holy Quran says :

S Bl (S50 O
“The noblest of you with Allah arc they who pay

the greatest regard to their daty which they owe to God
and their fellow-beings™. (49 : 13}

Superiority of an individual over others depends not
on wealth or religious knowledge, but on moral greatness
and observance of duty, imposed by religion. Muslims
are also ordained :
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“When spending they are neither extravagant nof
parsimonious and the just mean is ever between these.”
(25:67)
It is, however, a common obszervation that the opulent
lead a life of ease and luxury, caring little to say prayer,
to fast or pay Poor-rate (Zakat.) If the leaders do not
act upon the Quranic instructions themselves how can they
expect others to act upon them. There is, in fact, a warning
in the Holy Quran for such people in the verse :

“You enjoin men to do good and neglect to act
accordingly your-selves™.
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What right then such leaders may have to demand or
promise Islamic order if they themselves do not obey
God’s commands contained in the verses below -

“Follow what is revealed to thee from thy Lord.” (33 :72)
(2) lm“lz.r. U}é jlé BYH mj}w)_e dI)lc‘a.g L.)"‘
“Whoever obeys Allah and His Messenger he indeed
achieves a mighty success.” (33 : 71)
(3) S8 30,00 Sarad i ema ng 1 M dgas ey e
“Whoever submits himself to Allah and does good
to others, he indeed takes hold of the firmest handle”.
(31: 22)
(4) Disobeying God’s command is punishable.
1S mies Osldden ol e 09 Sy oI
“Those who disdain My service, i.e. obey not Quranic
injunctions, will surely enter hell abased.” (40 : 60)
(5) So The Holy Quran says :

l "
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“50 remind by means of the Holy Quran him who
fears My warning”. (50 : 45)
26. Examples of Jinns may be followed

I have copiously quoted verses from the Holy Quran,
dealing with socio-economic problems and reproduce more
verses to impress and stress the importance and effectiveness
of the Quranic truth. A party of Jinn, listened to the
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Holy Quran and bore evidence of its truth in the following
Quranic words :
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“0O our people! We heard a book revealed after
Moses fulfilling that which is before and guides to the
truth and to the right path.”” (46 : 30)

I
“Surely we have heard a wonderful Holy Quran,
guiding to the right way - so we believe it.” (72 1-2)

The word Jinn originally means ethereal beings (spirits
of evil) but in the context of the above verses, it is
evidently used for the leaders of the Jewish clans and
Christian tribes, who listened to the Holy Quran, ap-
preciated its contents and accepted Islam. I have, there-
fore, quoted the above verses for the readers, in particular
the leaders, to follow the Jirns and set a personal example
by acting upon what the Holy Quran ordains in respect
of distribution of wealth. If the Quranic instructions for
contribution towards charitable and welfare schemes are
strictly followed, they would yield as much income as would
suffice not only to meet the needs for redressing the
sufferings of the indigent and the destitute but would also
meet, if not wholly, at least to a considerable extent, the
country’s expenditure on Administration, Defence and
Development Schemes etc. The items of compulsory
charity are :—



40

1. Zakat : Every Muslim, male or female, owning
cash or property is required to calculate and set aside every
year a fixed part of his or her hoarded wealth, consisting
of cash and ornaments etc., and agricultural produce,
live stock, exceeding certain number and capital invested
in trade and industry etc.,

2. Inheritance : Property left on death by a person
must be divided among the heirs according to the laws
of Sheriah in the Holy Quran. This amounts to distributing
wealth,

3. Will . A person owning wealth must feave a will,
allotting a part of it for charitable purposes, to help the
poor.

4. Sacrifice of Animals : Pilgrims are required to
sacrifice animals after performing pilgrimage. The wealthy
Muslims all over the world also sacrifice animals on that
occasion. Thousands of animals are thus slaughtered
within three days after the pilgrimage and large amounts
can be realized as sale proceeds of their skins if collected
in an organised manner by a Government agency for helping
the needy

5. Fitrana : 1t is payable for every member of a family
even for a newlyborn babe.

The above sources of income may look insignificant
and grossly inadequate to meet the entire expenses, in-
curred on the administration and for the welfare schemes.
To illusirate and show ths financial magnitude the of above
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items of Charity, it would suffice to work out the income
that can accrae from Fitrana—the least important of these
items, of charity.

Total population of Pakistan is estimated, at present,
to be about twelve crore and roughly deducting two
crore for non-Muslims and very poor section of Muslim
population, an amount of ten crore or even more can
be collected in a single day at Rs. ij-or 1j4 per head
caloulated on the basis of current price of grain. Income
from other items especially from «¢Zakat” a compuisory
item, would run into billions, if collected under an
organised mapagement. In addition to it voluntary con-
tributions for charitable purposes are also enjoined in the
Holy Quran.

It may be added that amounts thus collected, having
religions sanctity, would most probably be used and ex-
pended with great care, honesty and economy and would
thus prove an automatic check against misuse, misappropria-
tion and corruption.

To recapitulate what has been said already, the
verses, reproduced below in the form of questions and
answers, being decisive decree by God on wealth problem,

deserve special attention :-
. I
I. Question : o2Vt Ol seadle 58158 O
Who gives you Sustenance from the hcaven and the
earth
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Answer. «l 3 “*Say Allah. (34 24)
2. Question : Ky Sanmy O g !
“Do they apportion the mercy of thy Lord”? (43 : 32

1
(98 pdvany Ladye L3 5 st (3 r,.@:.&ﬁ:.,.; RSN Lol O
Answer f.,&uig (s NEEN g,& 3 pam
“We portion out among them their livelihood in
whe life of this world and We exalt some of them, above
others in ranks, that some of themm may take others in
seevice.” (43 1 32)
3. Question : ué)w_g elocdl oy r,f5j)._‘ Bl jee GlL O e
“Is there any creator besides Allah Who provides
for you from heaven and the earth”. (35: 3)

Answer : - (q) o :E G W5y Ll RSV
*“Allah is your Providence the Creator of all things.”
(40 : 62)
by Gellally &Sl SNTPRES RIS R @S89, sl
“Allah is He Who provides you with goodly things.
That is Allah your Lord. So blessed is Allah, the Lord
of the worlds. (40 ; 64) |

4. Quesstion : Oz Dl s o2l
““Seek they then other than Allah’s religion”? (3 : 82)
Answer ; wa Jaky "Jlé Lig.) r)}\u‘wrr— C‘ffg O3

“And  whoever seeks religion other than Islam, it
will not be accepted from him.” (3 : 84)

5. Question : _mJ|«,a|$\naaf,§g=u“3)lgadskgr,ibUml_,:..;TQQ.UI laally
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“O you who believe, shall I lead you to a merchandise
which will deliver you from a painful chastisement’?
pSwiily @Slaaly &l Jowe G Osdalais wyuys S O sk 5
Answer ° O gok’ r.,:;r ol (,ﬂ JUeS r,fﬂi

“You should believe in Allah and His Messenger
and strive hard in Ailah’s way with your wealth and
lives. This is better for you, did you but know.” (61 : 10)
6. Question : iy [ VOOURE B Y %1 i r,,ﬁt,a

“What reason have you that you spend not in Allah’s
way.” (57 : 10}

FUSYS .U WPRNE VAR Yo daily el O555G
Aunswer : ) ol

“For those who hoard gold and silver and spend not

in Allah’s way announce to them a painful chastisement.”
(9:3)
7. Question : B wgdyy W gidls . eedde 15 Lo

“What (barm) would it do to them if they spend out

of that Allah has given them ? (4 : 39)

(2) 50 Gazels whiad e 4 F@I’\'T b 05Ky L. Osbdeg i
Answer : lage Llde
““Those who are niggardly and enjoin people to be
niggardly, and hide (i.e. hoard) that which Allah has
given out of His grace. And We have prepared for the
disbelievers an abasing chastisement,”” (4 : 37)

(b) WIASTLN IO 8 B s wall plab (ke O 9225 Y 3 0aal 10 50 S5 Y
“You honour not the orphan. Nor you urge one

another to feed the poor. And you devour heritage de-
vouring all.”” (89 : 17-19)
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© 8 reenll o junsind o Joiniad s o e
And as for him who is niggardly and considers himself
sufficient, And rejects what is niggardly good We facilitate
for him (the way to) distress. (92 : 8-10)
There is also a warning for those who spend merely
for show and propaganda for selfish ends rather than
out of fraternal love and sympathy for fellow beings.

aily O gresy Yo el e\ lm.@,”},a‘ O giaty ugJ\”

“Those who spend their wealth to beseen by men
(i.e. only for show) and believe not in Allah.” (4 : 38)

Cnized) 3\1&:}4_3 Sy el Ol s
“This is a clear statement for men and a guidance and
admonition to those who would keep their duty”. (3 : 137)

It would be very appropriate and befitting the occasion
to end this article with quotations from the Holy Quran,
showing the quclifications for a true and sincere person,
deserving to represent the cause of Islam.

I 1snlag 1als (,J [":‘ W gy g airly |g2a1 L'}g.:\ﬂ Qe badl Ll

Q_}EJ\,a.”r,n: Sl - S & f,.@.w.éil_g r.,.@”}.alg

“The believers are those only who believe in Allah
and His messenger, then they doubt not and struggle
hard with their wealth and their lives in the way of
Allah. Such are truthful ones.

] . .

2. 3 pét s 5 r,sb‘/\_g 5 slwall 15201 r,@.g)J | glomiaal a1y
- Q ‘}ﬁig [,;b L.B.)' ) lh.,a
“And those who respond to their lord and keep up
prayer and whose affairs are (decided) by counsel among
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themselves and who spead out of what We have given
them.” (42 : 38).

3 e 9w wies)y el Sy wil genaiely dbly gl !
- Vgt Ul o vl w3 3
““Those who believe in Allah and hold fast by Him.
He will admit them to His mercy and grace and guidc them

to Himself on a right path.” (4 : 176).
4. Consequently the Holy Qur’an enjoins :

(a) - 155,55 baer 01 Joml ool

So, “‘Hold fast to the rope of Allah all together and be
not disunited.” (3 : 102).

®) PRI S PR TIPRCIR s PP TP P

“‘Hold fast to Allah. He is your protector excellent
the protector and excellent the helper.” (22 : 78).

© - OlsaallagiYt Jhe 1y slaYs dssmalls il de 1sistad

‘Hslp one another in righteousness and piety and help
not one another in sin and aggression.” (55 : 27).

@ (D - JoRa) Lgmams (oh e, i

For “He who fears will mind and the most unfortunate
one wili avoid it.” (87 : 10—11)

® -l ot 5, AL Bl 09555 0y

“But you prefer the life of this world, the Herafter is
better and more lasting.”” (87 : 16-17)

- r‘;S’YU N (83 Ky ek ‘-Sr[:" (e)

“‘Blessed be the name of thy Lord, the Lord of Glory

and Honour.”” (55 : 78).
THE END
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