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PREFACE

Alhamdulillah, Praise be to Allah, for according
the opportunity to write on the subject of unity among
the various communities.

This treatise is addressed mainly to the Muslim
community which has to a large extent, regrettably,
been misled by the imams, ulamas and other commu-
nity leaders, who base their lecture on hearsay and con-
jectures instead of encouraging and urging the masses
to study the actual explanations included in the Holy
Quran.
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We have explained everything distinctly (17:12).
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When Allah took a covenant from those who were
given the Book: You shall explain it to people and
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shall not hide it. But they threw it behind their
backs and took a small price for it (3:187).
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Who is more unjust than he who conceals a tes-

timony that he has from Allah? And Allah is not
heedless of what you do (2:140).

Consequently, rather than offering personal views
and elaborate comments, this effort provides the vers-
es of the Holy Book so that the readers can judge for
themselves the basis on which they should develop their
beliefs. Almighty Allah says that He has explained ev-
erything that is required by people, as these are the last
revealed Words to humanity.

It is therefore incumbent upon those seeking an-
swers to first and foremost seek the explanations in the
Glorious Quran. This booklet provides the actual verses
on various aspects of the subject so that the readers can
derive the benefit by looking into the verses.
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We have revealed the Book to you explaining all
things, and a guidance and mercy and good news
for those who submit (16:89).
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Allah desires to explain to you, and to guide you
into the ways of those before you, and to turn
to you (mercifully). And Allah is Knowing, Wise
(4:26).
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Again, on Us rests the explaining of it (775:19)

So, the explanation should be searched within the
Book.
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O People of the Book, indeed Our Messenger has
come to you explaining to you after a cessation
of the messengers, in case you say: No bearer of
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good news came to us nor a warner. So indeed a
bearer of good news and a warner has come to
you. And Allah is Powerful over all things (5:19).

Allah’s blessings and guidance be upon all those
who study the Holy Quran, and find this effort useful —
aameen ya Rabbal Aalameen.

I express my sincere thanks to Mr. Erwan Hamdani,
of Jakarta, Indonesia, for assisting me with the inser-
tion of Arabic texts and for formatting the final version.
Notwithstanding, I take full responsibility for any errors
and omissions and seek the forgiveness from the Lord
of the worlds, and from the readers who disagree with
anything included in this.
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In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful.

Chapter 1
INTRODUCTION

Promotion and establishment of religious har-
mony, peace and tolerance can be seen through-
out the Holy Quran. It is also stressed that there
is no compulsion in religion and each person has
the right to decide whatever that person wishes to
believe.
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Call to the way of your Lord with wisdom and

goodly exhortation and argue with them in the
best manner (16:126).
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There is no compulsion in religion— the right way
is indeed clearly distinct from error. So, whoev-
er disbelieves in the devil and believes in Allah,
he indeed lays hold on the firmest handle which

shall never break. And Allah is Hearing, Knowing
(2:256).
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Say: The Truth is from your Lord; so, whoever

wishes, let him believe, and whoever wishes, let
him disbelieve (18:29).
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With truth have We revealed it, and with truth did
it come. And We have not sent you (O Prophet)
but as a giver of good news and as a warner. And
it is a Quran We have made distinct, so that you
may read it to the people by slow degrees, and We
have revealed it in portions. Say: Believe in it or
do not believe (17:105-107).

6



1.1.

Introduction

In the examples above, the Lord of the worlds has
explained the principles on how to engage with
others in the dissemination of information pertain-
ing to Islam or the truth from the Lord. In other
verses He has repeatedly stated that the duty of the
Messenger (Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) was only to deliver
the message clearly, as per examples below:
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Obey Allah and obey the Messenger and be cau-

tious. But if you turn back then know that the duty
of Our Messenger is only to deliver the message

clearly (5:92).

& U«MJ\ A ecis WG \,S
Then if they turn away, your duty is only to deliv-
er the message clearly (16:82).

S ROR HICTIEN | REAANENYE
But have the messengers any duty except to deliv-
er the message clearly? (16:35).
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1.3.

Unity in Diversity

The Mighty Master has further stated that the
Messenger was not a custodian, and that Almighty
Allah is the ultimate Judge:

- Y T 2 . I I .
EgEnpe st s psaias
We have not appointed you a keeper over them,
and you are not in charge of them (6:107).

@ olehtlizle s ash agle W
(O Messenger) your duty is only to deliver the mes-
sage, and Ours to call (them) to account (13:40).
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We have not sent you as a watcher over them.
Your duty is only to deliver the message (42:48).

35 pele edis

you are not in charge of them (42:6).

Ultimately, everyone is answerable to Allah, and
He will Judge according to one’s actions, deeds,
thoughts, and words. The duty of a Muslim is there-
fore to only explain what is in the Holy Quran and
not to coerce or force anyone to accept it.



Chapter 2
THE PURSUIT OF

KNOWLEDGE AND WISDOM

2.1.

2.2.

In order to promote and establish religious har-
mony and to discuss such matters with other com-
munities, it is crucial that people should study and
gain the knowledge of their own Faith and have the
wisdom to present the views amicably and peace-
fully, without manifesting ego, arrogance and
stubbornness.

Importance of acquisition of knowledge must
therefore be stressed at every opportunity as the
very first revelation received by the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him, was pertaining to it.
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2.4.
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Read in the name of your Lord Who creates — cre-
ates man from a clot (of blood) — read and your
Lord is most Generous, Who taught by the pen,
taught man what he did not know (96:1-5).
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By the Book that makes manifest! We revealed it
on a blessed night — truly We are ever warning.

In which (night) is made clear every matter of
wisdom (44:2-4).

In the light of the above, it becomes mandatory
for every Muslim to seek knowledge of every kind,
as the Holy Quran has stressed the importance of
knowledge and wisdom repeatedly.

Even before the advent of the Holy Prophet,
Prophet Abraham or Ibrahim, peace and blessings
of Allah be upon him, had prayed for a messenger
from among the nation of his son, Ishmael, as per
following prayer stated in the Holy Quran.

10



2.5.

The Pursuit of Knowledge and Wisdom
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Our Lord, and raise up in them a Messenger from
among them who shall recite to them Your mes-
sages and teach them the Book and the Wisdom,
and purify them. Surely You are the Mighty, the
Wise (2:129).

That prayer was answered when the first reve-
lation, as stated above, was received by the Holy
Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings of Allah
be upon him, and he was appointed the Messenger,
which was in fulfillment of that prayer. Revelation,
of course, continued for the next 23 years.
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O mankind, surely We have created you from a
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male and a female, and made you tribes and fam-
ilies that you may know each other. Surely the no-
blest of you with Allah is the most dutiful of you

(49:13).

11



2.6.

2.7.

2.8.

Unity in Diversity

It may be appropriate at the outset to reaffirmed
that the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him, is the last and fi-
nal prophet and that there will be no other prophet
after him, and that the Holy Quran is the last re-
vealed Book to humanity, as will be shown later in
this book.

It may also be relevant to draw to the attention of
the readers that while the Holy Quran contains
only 6,236 verses (without the Bismillah at the be-
ginning of 113 chapters), the Bible for instance, has
over 31,000 verses, and the other scriptures may
have tens of thousands of verses. Consequently, as
the Holy Quran is the last revealed Book, it may
be necessary, on certain issues or situations to use
only a part of the verse that is relevant to the sub-
ject under discussion. This has been done, where
appropriate, in this book.

Prophet Ibrahim, peace and blessings of Allah
be upon him, had prayed for four abilities in the
Messenger as cited above; reciting the messages
of Allah, teaching them the Book, the Wisdom, and
to purify them. In the following verses it will be
observed that all four aptitudes of the prophesied
Messenger (Prophet Muhammad, peace and bless-

12



2.9.

The Pursuit of Knowledge and Wisdom

ings of Allah be upon him) are proven in the verses
of the Holy Book.
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Even as We have sent among you a Messenger
from among you, who recites to you Our messag-
es and purifies you and teaches you the Book and
the Wisdom and teaches you what you did not
know (2:151).
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Certainly, Allah conferred a favour on the believ-
ers when He raised among them a Messenger
from among themselves, reciting to them His
messages and purifying them, and teaching them
the Book and the Wisdom, although before that
they were surely in manifest error (3:164).

The above verses impose similar responsibili-
ties on every Muslim to learn and to teach others.
Almighty Allah reminded the Holy Prophet of his
prescribed responsibilities as per examples in the

13
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following verses, which show that he was teaching
others:

S . s 2 \ 5 9w .
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Teaches them the Book and the Wisdom (62:2).
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Remember Allah’s favour to you, and what He
has revealed to you of the Book and the Wisdom,
instructing you by it. And keep your duty to Allah,
and know that Allah is the Knower of all things

(2:231).

2.10.It is therefore incumbent on every Muslim to
read and acquire knowledge for their own benefit
and importantly to convey the message to others.
Reading of the Holy Quran must be stressed upon
every child so that they recite it as often as possi-
ble. This was a duty imposed on the Holy Prophet,
as per following examples:

14



The Pursuit of Knowledge and Wisdom
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Obey Allah and obey the Messenger and be cau-
tious. But if you turn back then know that the duty
of Our Messenger is only to deliver the message
clearly (5:92).

ASga el
The duty of the Messenger is only to deliver the
message (5:99).
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Your duty is only to deliver the message, and Ours
to call (them) to account (13:40).

And We have not sent you as being in charge of
them (17:54).
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2.11.

2.12.

Unity in Diversity

Surely, We have revealed to you the Book with
truth for (the good of) people. So whoever goes
aright, it is for his own soul, and whoever goes
astray, goes astray only to its detriment. And you
are not in charge of them (39:41).

Then if they turn away, your duty is only to deliv-
er the message clearly (16:82).

2 & - 1.0 b’ . ’,/\’ ,f-;T
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We have not sent you as a watcher over them.
Your duty is only to deliver the message (42:48).

Inspiration should be derived from the above, so
that reading, learning and delivery of the message
takes the centre stage in spreading the teachings of
Islam.

Initially, the children may be skimming through
the pages but as they grow older, they will start
studying it and obtain greater understanding of
what they see. While most people scan through the
pages, it requires greater concentration in order
to retain the deeper and inner meanings of what

16



2.13.

2.14.

The Pursuit of Knowledge and Wisdom

lessons are learned. That will enhance the under-
standing of the messages contained in them and
will allow the messages to be conveyed to others,
humbly and intelligently. That is why prayer for
knowledge is encouraged.

My Lord, increase me in knowledge (20:114).

Once a habit is ingrained into the minds and hearts
of people, it will lead to the desire to read and study
and to impart that knowledge to others in the com-
munity. That will allow the masses to better under-
stand the message and avoid being misled.

a - P P ,’,.. - ! 9-“,/ - I,/
,55.}&4{41},&;3»5515.}3%‘&@#@;&,
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Thus, do We repeat the messages, and that they

P
\§

may say, You have studied; and that We may
make it clear to a people who know (6:105).

W23 Gr AN J B LIS J
Nothing is said to you but what was said to mes-
sengers before you (41:43).

Every Muslim must realize that after Allah and
Rabb, ilm or knowledge in different forms is the

17
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most repeated word in the Holy Quran, appearing
over 700 times. Yet, very little attention is paid to
it, and relatively speaking, only a few people (from
over two billion Muslims) develop the habit of con-
sulting the Holy Quran when an issue arises. Most
people are either ignorant or illiterate and they
need to be told and explained what is specified in
the Holy Quran so that they become acquainted
with the subject.

You are not given knowledge but a little (17:85).

2.15. As mentioned above, seeking knowledge is one
of the most frequently repeated word in the Holy
Quran which provides guidance and teaches
wisdom.

S EWESI\ P CES S IPN Y ,a.(.é\&«b.x\w\w
- 2 5,/;‘5 - .92 /:-’ 3 < 299 o0wd -2
85290 238,00 0355 3 8,a0 U)-i:r‘-’;i SN E
;‘ < 9 )
0533 r°
These are the verses of the Book of Wisdom — a
guidance and a mercy for the doers of good, who
keep up prayer and give the due charity and who
are certain of the Hereafter (31:2-4).

18



The Pursuit of Knowledge and Wisdom

2.16. Many people waste their time on irrelevant issues
and are ignorant of some of the essential elements
of spiritual life, and at the same time mislead oth-
ers into believing things which are not in accor-
dance with the teachings of Islam.

Fooh OF (B S350 5 A8 04 N B 3
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Among people is he who takes, lnstead, Jrivolous

discourse to lead astray from Allah’s path without
knowledge, and to make it a mockery (31:6).

2.17. It may be wise to study in groups; either within the
family or among friends. When one member of the
group learns something new and discusses it with
the others, they all gain the knowledge on the sub-
ject and hopefully, use it whenever necessary, for
the benefit of others.

b
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Remember what is recited in your houses of the
messages of Allah and the Wisdom. Surely Allah
is ever Knower of subtleties, Aware (33:34).

2.18. With the study of the Holy Quran, one must also
seek the wisdom to utilize the knowledge as in-

19



2.19.

Unity in Diversity

tended by the Knower of the unseen. Holy Quran
says repeatedly that prophets, for instance, were
granted knowledge and wisdom.

PN SRIEIE

By the Quran, full of wisdom! (36:2)

and

-

;3_! 2 - > - 93 E 2 w,; - iy v P 2
z - z - \ - z
W ) 39 L W
ALt LY sucas WY
A Book, whose verses are characterized by wis-
dom, then they are made plain, from One Wise,

Aware: that you should serve none but Allah
(11:1-2).

It must also be remembered that the Holy Quran
summarizes thousands of verses in previous
original scriptures, and it is repeatedly called a
Reminder of what was revealed to the previous
prophets as it states:

\ s . - ’9 oo o)
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This We recite to you of the messages and the
Reminder full of wisdom (3:58).

20
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We have revealed to you the Reminder that you
may make clear to people what has been revealed
to them, and that perhaps they may reflect (16:44).

It is in the Original of the Book with Us, truly ele-
vated, full of wisdom (43:4).

2.20. Followers of other religions may not have access
to what was actually revealed to their prophets,
and what is currently available may not have been
in the original Book.

2.21. There are, of course, people who recognize what is
contained in the Holy Quran and can relate it to
what is in their Scriptures as stated in the verse
below:

Ba GFa 3 s LIS 3 O =
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But the firm in knowledge among them and the
believers believe in what has been revealed to you
(O Prophet) and what was revealed before you,
and those who keep up prayer and give the due
charity and the believers in Allah and the Last
Day — these it is to whom We shall give a mighty
reward (4:162).

2.22 Almighty Allah states that they were given the Book
and the knowledge and guidance, but unfortunate-
ly they are not following it.

P 5. G 2 I A \ ,9\9 ,,/
};BM):L;M%LQ&:W%M 2
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Certainly, We have brought them a Book which
We make clear with knowledge, a guidance and a
mercy for a people who believe (7:52).
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Indeed, We have given to Abraham’s children the

Book and the Wisdom, and We have given them a

grand kingdom. So some of them believe in him,

and some of them turn away from him. And Hell
is sufficient to burn (4:54-55).

o\)ﬁg*;s
you will find no alteration in the course of Allah;
and you will find no change in the course of Allah

(35:43).

aLb\ d.i.ij' 2 u-’) d.,au-e\,.x.;&w\d aus\cxm
That was the way of Allah concerning those who

have gone before; and you will find no change in
the way of Allah (33:62).

2.23.The purpose of expanding the coverage in this
chapter is to allow greater understanding and
to foster goodwill and harmony among the var-
ious communities. All those who believe, acquire

23
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knowledge, and do good deeds will be rewarded for
their actions and deeds.

A3 cad s 2 ’\wmm&w’
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Allah will exalt those of you who believe, and
those who are given knowledge, to high ranks.
And Allah is Aware of what you do (58:11).
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He has made plain to you the religion which He
enjoined upon Noah and which We have revealed
to you, and which We enjoined on Abraham and
Moses and Jesus — to establish religion and not to
be divided in (regard to) it (42:13).

2.24.Most of the followers of other religions may un-

knowingly deviate from the teachings of their
prophets. Muslims are therefore reminded to seek
the protection of the Lord of the worlds to ensure
that they do not suffer the same fate and deviate
from the knowledge they have gained and to con-
tinue to pray for guidance. They are also told to be

24



The Pursuit of Knowledge and Wisdom

humble and when they discuss religious matters
they should do it amicably without any hostilities.
- 298 , P e T /9’13 T -5
503 e U8 b 5 Uil 3 G Us3 3 55 Y U5
AU s U QG edfely Lass
PELRA PN,
Our Lord, do not make our hearts to deviate af-
ter You have guided us and grant us mercy from
Yourself; surely You are the most liberal Giver.
Our Lord, surely You are the Gatherer of people
on a day about which there is no doubt (3:8-9).
3 3y Lhe 30t 5 3aCIL G55 gans 31 3
I I PR ST R F
G b iy AT 52 855G aaie (0l s
T RGN S s
Call to the way of your Lord with wisdom and
goodly exhortation, and argue with them in the
best manner. Surely your Lord knows best him
who strays from His path, and He knows best
those who go aright (16:125).

2.25.Muslims are required to accept and respect all the

prophets appointed by Almighty Allah as detailed
in other chapters. All the prophets were given
knowledge and wisdom as per following examples:

25
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When he (Moses) attained his maturity and be-
came full-grown, We granted him wisdom and
knowledge. And thus do We reward those who do
good (to others) (28:14).

2.26.After mentioning several prophets including
Abraham, Noah, David and Solomon, the Holy
Quran states:

s. .7 D) P B /,| 5916/ . . P
(GEE PR ERLEO SRS CAVE ST
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So We made Solomon to understand it. And to

€\ g

each (of them) We gave wisdom and knowledge

(21:79).
5T et P aiLae 9,2 Ta e it e
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(To Joseph) We gave him wisdom and knowledge.
And thus do We reward the doers of good (12:22).

26
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He grants wisdom to whom He pleases. And who-
ever is granted wisdom, he indeed is given a great
good. And none are mindful but those who have
understanding (2:269).
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Rather, it is clear messages in the hearts of those

who are granted knowledge. And none deny Our
messages except the wrongdoers (29:49).

2.27.Whatever knowledge the prophets derived were
imparted to their followers, but later generations
deviated from it.

9 - Vel 88 s Tt
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Then when their messengers came to them with
clear arguments, they exulted in whatever knowl-

edge they (already) had, and what they used to
deride befell them (40:83).

27
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2.28. Those who have deviated from the teachings
of their revealed books will be questioned about
their actions which were based on hearsay and
conjectures.
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They have no knowledge of it. They follow only
conjecture, and surely conjecture does not avail
at all against Truth. So shun him who turns his
back upon Our Reminder, and desires nothing but
this world’s life. That is their goal of knowledge.
Surely your Lord knows best him who strays from
His path and He knows best him who goes aright

(53:28-30).
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You only follow a conjecture and you only tell lies

(6:148-49).

2.29.Almighty Allah has reiterated that it is incumbent
upon everyone to read, study and understand what
has been revealed by Him. Those who follow their
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The Pursuit of Knowledge and Wisdom

leaders and imams without studying the actual
teachings of Islam will be questioned on the Day of
Judgment as He has warned.
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Until, when they come (before Him), He will say:
Did you reject My messages without comprehend-

ing them by knowledge? Or what was it that you
did? (27:84).

2.30. Holy Quran states that both the messengers
and their followers will be questioned about their
teachings and actions.
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On the day when We shall call every people with
their leader (17:71).
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Then certainly We shall question those to whom
messengers were sent, and We shall question the
messengers, then surely, We shall recount to them
with knowledge, and We are never absent (7:6-7).
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In Allah do we trust. Our Lord, decide between us
and our people with truth, and You are the Best of
deciders (7:89).

2.31. Everyone should attempt to gain knowledge and
wisdom and be cautious of their actions and en-
sure that they follow the guidance provided in the
Reminder in order to promote unity, goodwill,
harmony and greater understanding among the
communities.
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Chapter 3

SPREADING THE TEACHINGS
OF THE HOLY QURAN

3.1. In the 6,236 verses of the Holy Quran our Creator
has established the laws and principles pertaining
to everything that transpired previously or is hap-
pening currently or what will emerge in the future.
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In their histories there is certainly a lesson for
those who have understanding. It is not a narra-
tive which could be forged, but a verification of
what is before it, and a distinct explanation of all
things, and a guide and a mercy to a people who
believe (12:111).
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Unity in Diversity

Your Lord is only Allah, there is no God but He.
He comprehends all things in (His) knowledge.
Thus, We relate to you some news of what has
happened before. And indeed, We have given you
a Reminder from Ourselves (20:98-99).

In their histories may not necessarily refer to fol-
lowers of previous scriptures or previous genera-
tions, in a broader sense it could also apply to the
current situations in different regions of the world
or even our own neighborhood.

In this book there are references to previous
Scriptures as evidence of what transpired earlier
and to verify the authenticity of what’s being writ-
ten. It is therefore essential to study the verses of
the Holy Quran judiciously and delve deeper into
their essence and nuances to decipher the current
interpretations and obtain the best solution to any
issue that arises as the Maker has assured us:
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3.5.

Spreading the Teachings of the Holy Quran
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They cannot bring you a question, but We have
brought you the truth and the best explanation

(25:33).
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Certainly, We have made distinct in this Quran
for mankind every kind of description (18:54,
17:89 and 30:58).

Seeking answers in the last revealed Book is
therefore crucial as the Holy Quran states:
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We have not neglected anything in the Book (Holy
Quran) (6:38).

Some of the principles pertaining to teachings of
Islam are explained very clearly in the verses which
are cited as examples in the “Introduction” and
“Chapter 1”. The above verses also assure us that
the answers to questions are available in the Holy
Quran for those who consciously study, explore
and search for them.

Regrettably, it’s apparent that Muslims in general
have forgotten the tangible and endearing approach
to the basics of teachings of Islam, as per example
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3.6.

Unity in Diversity

of the Holy Prophet. As a result, the beatific face of
Islam is being tarnished in practice by the ignorant
Muslim masses primarily because they are being
misinformed and misguided by their imams and
leaders who base their khutba (sermon) and lec-
tures on fake or weak hadith and hearsay.
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Some of them are illiterate; they do not know the

Book except (from) hearsay, and they only con-
Jecture (2:78).
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Our Lord, pour out patience on us and make our

steps firm and help us against the disbelieving
people (2:250).

Muslims have generally adopted the opposite of
what Almighty Allah had stipulated in the Holy
Book, as a result of which, they are missing the op-
portunity to propagate the true teachings of Islam.
Unfortunately, the Religion of Peace is now being
portrayed as a religion of hostility and intolerance
and forced conversions by those who are not guid-
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Spreading the Teachings of the Holy Quran

ed by the Holy Book and do not possess adequate
knowledge, nor do they have in practice humility
and patience. The controversy is being exacerbat-
ed by the leaders who have ignored the pure and
pristine teachings of the Holy Book and are bas-
ing their arguments on mistaken beliefs, with few
exceptions.
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Except those who believe and do good, and exhort

one another to Truth, and exhort one another to
patience (103:1-3).
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Chapter 4

EMBODYING HUMILITY AND

PATIENCE

4.1. Another important aspect to be mindful of in the

4.2.

interactions with others communities, which is

absolutely critical, is to remain calm and humble.

There are many verses which require humility and
patience in our dealings with others, such as:
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The servants of the Beneficent are they who walk

on the earth in humility, and when the ignorant

address them, they say, Peace! (25:63).

Sometimes people are aggressive and adopt con-
frontational attitude and may resort to abusive be-
haviour as that is what Iblis whispers to them, but
we must remain calm, composed and patient and

36



Embodying Humility and Patience

rely on the Guidance from Almighty Allah. In such
circumstances, we are advised:
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Seek assistance through patience and prayer, and
this is hard except for the humble ones, who know

that they will meet their Lord and that to Him
they will return (2:45-46).
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O you who believe, seek assistance through pa-
tience and prayer; surely Allah is with the patient

(2:153).
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If you show patience, it is certainly best for the
patient. And be patient and your patience is not
but by (the help of) Allah, and do not grieve for
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4.3.

4.4.

4.5.

Unity in Diversity

them, nor be in distress by what they plan. Surely
Allah is with those who keep their duty and those
who do good (to others) (16:126-128).

These apply equally in all situations including,
and perhaps more so in spreading the teachings of
Islam regardless of the circumstances.
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Is not Allah sufficient for His servant? (39:36).

Dissemination of information and delivering the
pure and pristine teachings contained in the Holy
Book can be as difficult or as easy a task as one
makes it to be. Consequently, if we delve deeper
into various logical and relevant interpretations
of the Words of Allah and the practice of Holy
Prophet, we can utilize them to our advantage in
any given situation.
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Everyone acts according to his manner. But your
Lord best knows who is best guided on the path

(17:84).

In discussions with other communities, it is essen-
tial to convey the beauty of Islam, which means
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Embodying Humility and Patience

peace, and not to try to humiliate them or deni-
grate their beliefs. It is vital to build bridges, allow
them to take you into their confidence and devel-
op rapport with individuals or groups by showing
humility and presenting the good example of a
true Muslim in practice. Teachings of the Glorious
Quran must be in the forefront in every situation.
Anger, haughtiness, arrogance, and egocentric be-
haviour are some of the traits from Iblis and must
be avoided as they have no place in the teachings
of Islam and especially so in propagation activities.
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Do not go about in the land exultingly, for you

E

cannot split the earth, nor reach the mountains in
height. All this, the evil of it, is hateful in the sight
of your Lord. This is from the wisdom which your
Lord has revealed to you (17:37-39).
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Thus, it is by Allah’s mercy that you are gentle to
them. And if you had been rough, hard-hearted,
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4.7.

Unity in Diversity

they would certainly have dispersed from around
you (3:159).
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Certainly, you have in the Messenger of Allah an
excellent exemplar for him who hopes in Allah and
the Last Day and remembers Allah much (33:21).

It must be remembered that the above example
manifested by the Holy Prophet was at a time when
Muslims were being most severely persecuted and
there was the greatest reason for adopting harsh at-
titude, intolerance, and retaliation. Yet, he showed
patience and forbearance and unflinching faith in
Allah in dealing with his persecutors. He remained
steadfast and believed in the teaching that:

TR AR BV S e B
with diﬁ‘iculty is ease, with difficulty is surely ease
(94:5-6).

Consequently, he had succeeded in taking the
message of peace to the entire region and beyond
within a short period of 23 years in spite of all the

problems and obstacles mainly in the first thir-
teen years of his mission. He and his small band
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4.8.

Embodying Humility and Patience

of Muslims had endured all sorts of deprivations,
trials and tribulations with prayers and patience.
He firmly believed:
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Allah is sufficient for me. On Him do the reliant
rely (39:38).

Sometimes people get annoyed and upset, while
discussing religious issues because of ignorance
or misguided beliefs. Even in those situations one
needs to remain calm and be gentle and discuss
patiently.
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Make yourself gentle to them with humility out of
mercy (17:24).
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So, bear patiently what they say, and celebrate
the praise of your Lord before the rising of the sun
and before its setting, and glorify (Him) during
the hours of the night and parts of the day, that
you may be well pleased (20:130).
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Say to My servants that they speak what is best.
Surely the devil sows dissensions among them.
The devil is surely an open enemy to man. Your
Lord knows you best. He will have mercy on you,
if He please, or He will punish you, if He please.
And We have not sent you as being in charge of
them. And your Lord best knows those who are in
the heavens and the earth (17:53-55).
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Has not the time yet come for the believers that
their hearts should be humble for the remem-
brance of Allah and the Truth that is revealed

(57:16).
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To every nation We appointed acts of devotion,
which they observe, so do not let them dispute
with you in the matter, and call (them) to your
Lord. Surely you are on a right guidance. And if
they argue with you, say: Allah best knows what
you do (22:67-68).
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5.1.

Chapter 5

BUILDING BRIDGES WITH
OTHER COMMUNITIES

Traditionally the verses below are cited as examples
for the other communities to note and learn what
the Holy Quran teaches about the other prophets
and religious personalities:
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Say: We believe in Allah and (in) what has been
revealed to us, and (in) what was revealed to
Abraham, and Ishmael and Isaac and Jacob and
the tribes, and (in) what was given to Moses and

Jesus, and (in) what was given to the prophets
from their Lord, we make no distinction between
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Building Bridges With Other Communities

any of them and to Him we submit (2:136 and
3:84).

5.2. The Holy Quran further confirms about itself that
it has:
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Pure pages, in which are all right books (98:2-3).
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Shall I then seek a judge other than Allah, when
He it is Who has sent down to you the Book ful-
ly explained. And those whom We have given the

Book know that it is revealed by your Lord with
truth, so do not be one of the disputers (6:114).
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We have revealed the Book to you explaining all
things, and a guidance and mercy and good news

for those who submit (16:89).

5.3. Comparison of the status of religious leaders among
other communities, manifests how they relate to
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Unity in Diversity

Islam. This book includes material gleaned from
some of the other Scriptures, which may enlighten
Muslims and allow them to forge the true concept
of brotherhood of humanity by accepting members
of other communities, to which prophets and mes-
sengers were sent before, as “cousins” rather than
adversaries and unbelievers.

GHECR AR IERAE
Allah knows what you do openly and what you
hide (24:29).

In order to promote unity among various nations,
the Holy Quran encourages Muslims to invite oth-
ers to believe in Allah and not to set up partners
with Him:
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Say: O People of the Book, come to an equitable
word between us and you, that we shall serve
none but Allah and that we shall not set up any
partner with Him, and that some of us shall not
take others for lords besides Allah. But if they turn
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away, then say: Bear witness, we are Muslims

(3:64).
The Holy Quran also states:
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Surely a guidance from Me will come to you;
then whoever follows My guidance, he will not go
astray nor be unhappy (20:123).
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O People of the Book, why do you dispute about

Abraham, when the Torah and the Gospel were

not revealed till after him? Do you not under-
stand? (3:65).

5.5. Holy Quran states that some of the descendants
of Abraham, peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him, deviated from his teachings:
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Indeed, We have given to Abraham’s children the
Book and the Wisdom, and We have given them a
grand kingdom. So some of them believe in Him,
and some of them turn away from him. And Hell
is sufficient to burn (4:54-55).

5.6. Almighty Allah says that Patriarch Abraham was
granted children in old age.
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Praise be to Allah, Who has given me, in old age,
Ishmael and Isaac! Surely my Lord is the Hearer

of prayer (14:39).
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We gave her (Sarah) the good news of Isaac, and
beyond Isaac, of Jacob. She said: O wonder! Shall
I bear a son when I am an extremely old woman,
and this my husband (Abraham) an extremely old

man? This is a wonderful thing indeed! They (an-
gels) said: Do you wonder at Allah’s command-
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ment? The mercy of Allah and His blessings be on
you, people of the house! (11:71-73).
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O mankind, surely We have created you from a
male and a female, and made you tribes and fam-
ilies that you may know each other. Surely the no-
blest of you with Allah is the most dutiful of you

(49:13).

49



Chapter 6

ENGAGEMENT WITH JEWS

6.1.

6.2.

AND CHRISTIANS

In addition to the verses cited above, the Holy
Quran further states:
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We indeed gave Moses the Book (Torah) and We

sent messengers after him one after another; and

We gave Jesus, son of Mary, clear arguments and
strengthened him with the Holy Spirit (2:87).

Based on the verses cited above, Jews and the
Christians can be convinced that Almighty Allah
has reiterated that He had revealed to Moses and
Jesus as well as to other prophets, messages similar
to what He revealed to Holy Prophet Muhammad
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon them). It is
a common knowledge that revelations to the pre-
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Engagement with Jews and Christians

vious prophets may not be available in their orig-
inal language or to confirm the authenticity and
purity of the current versions which are available.
Notwithstanding, even with all the differences in
the narrative, Muslims are obliged to accept and

respect all the prophets, may peace and blessings
of Allah be upon all of them.
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Those to whom We gave the Book before it, they
are believers in it. And when it is recited to them,
they say: We believe in it; surely it is the Truth
from our Lord; we were indeed, before this, sub-
mitting ones. These will be granted their reward
twice, because they are steadfast, and they repel
evil with good and spend (on good works) out of
what We have given them. And when they hear
idle talk, they turn aside from it and say: For us
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are our deeds and for you your deeds. Peace be
on you! We do not desire the ignorant (28:52-55).
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Allah has revealed the best announcement, a Book
consistent, repeating (its injunctions) (39:23).
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We did not send before you any but men to whom
We sent revelation — so ask the followers of the
Reminder if you do not know — with clear argu-
ments and Scriptures. And We have revealed to
you the Reminder that you may make clear to
people what has been revealed to them, and that

perhaps they may reflect (16:43-44).
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By Allah! We certainly sent (messengers) to na-
tions before you, but the devil made their deeds
seem good to them. So he is their patron today,
and for them is a painful punishment. And We
have not revealed to you the Book except that you
may make clear to them what they differ about,
and (as) a guidance and a mercy for a people who
believe (16:63-64).

6.3. Additionally, it is absolutely essential to convince
others that in practical terms, Muslims remember
them billions of times a day, many times more than
the Jews and Christians together remember for in-
stance Abraham, Moses, and Jesus perhaps in a
week or amonth. Of more than two billion Muslims,
even if just over 10% (200 million) of them re-
member Patriarch Abraham and his descendants/
followers (including Moses and Jesus) only 10
times a day in Darood Sharif (prayers for exalta-
tion and blessings upon Prophets Muhammad and
Abraham (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
them) and their followers, and other times that will
be two billion times a day!
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6.4. Tens of Millions of Muslims recite Darood Sharif
often throughout the day apart from in every nor-
mal daily prayer, in which we pray for our exalta-
tion as Allah exalted Abraham and the followers
of Abraham (including Moses and Jesus). We also
seek blessings as He blessed Abraham and the fol-
lowers of Abraham. Prior to Darood Sharif in ev-
ery prayer in sitting position, some Muslims pray
as-salamu Alaina wa ala ibadillaahis-saaliheen
i.e., Peace be on us and on the righteous servants
of Allah; including Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph,
Moses, and Jesus. As can be seen from this that
every minute of the day there are Muslims some-
where in the world remembering them. That shows
the broadness of the teachings of Islam and mag-
nanimity of the Muslims to accept the previous
prophets and thereby allow all communities to live
together in harmony and promote genuine love,
equality and fraternity among the communities.
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Chapter 1

Commonalities Between Prophet

Abraham and Brahmaji (based on the

7.1.

7.2.

Bible, Vedas, and Comparison with
Prophet Ibrahim).

Wisdom allows us to examine what the Holy Bible
says about Patriarch Abraham and compare that
with other spiritual luminaries, based on the his-
torical evidence.

According to the Holy Bible, Abraham was known
as Abram until the Lord told him:
No longer shall your name be called Abram, but
your name shall be Abraham, for I have made
you a father of many nations (Genesis 17:5).
Abraham was childless so he prayed for the heir
of his house and the Lord assured him of:
one who will come out of your own body shall be
your heir (Genesis 15:4).
Then the Lord brought him outside and said:
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7.4.

7-5-

7.6.

Unity in Diversity

Look now toward the heaven and count the stars
if you are able to number them. And He said to
him. So shall your descendants be (Genesis 15:5).

Sarai, Abraham’s first wife was childless, so she
asked Abraham to marry Hagar. When Hagar gave
birth, the Angel of the Lord told her:

You shall call his name Ishmael (Genesis 16:11).
Abram was eighty-six years old when Hagar bore
Ishmael (Gen 16:16).

For Ishmael, in response to his father’s prayers, the
Lord said to Abraham:

And as for Ishmael, I have heard you. Behold, I
have blessed him, and will make him fruitful,
and will multiply him exceedingly. He shall beget
twelve princes, and I will make him a great na-
tion (Genesis 17:20).

Genesis 25:13-15 provide names of the twelve sons
of Ishmael. In the Old Testament Ishmael’s death
is recorded as:

These were the years of the life of Ishmael: one
hundred and thirty-seven years; and he breathed
his last and died (Genesis 25:17).

God said to Abraham:
As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her name
Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name (Genesis 17:15).
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Commonalities Between Prophet Abraham and Brahmaji
(based on the Bible, Vedas, and Comparison with Prophet
Ibrahim).

7.7. Abraham was one hundred years old when his son
Isaac was born (Gen 21:5).

7.8. Consequently, Ishmael was about fourteen years
old when Sarah gave birth to Isaac, and:
Sarah was ninety years old (Gen 17:17).

7.9. Abraham’s age at the time of his death is recorded
as:
This is the sum of the years of Abraham’s life
which he lived: one hundred and seventy-five
years (Genesis 25:7).

7.10. Let us examine the similarities between Abraham
and Brahmaji, based on the Holy Bible and the
Vedas. (Note: all references to Holy Bible are from
NKJV).

7.11. Similar to what is written above in relation to the
Jews and Christians, in our interactions with our
Hindu “cousins”, we must impress upon them that
we respect their prophets, spiritual luminaries and
authentic religious saints, such as Krishna and
Brahmaji.

7.12. Majority of the Muslims do not know that research
shows that Brahmaji, Patriarch Abraham and
Ibrahim alaihisalaam may be one and the same
person. To establish rapport and to undertake
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7.13.

7.14.

7.15.

7.16.

Unity in Diversity

propagation activities among various communi-
ties, it is essential to accord every revered individ-
ual the respect one deserves.

It is un-Islamic to condemn and degrade everyone
who does not accept one’s own beliefs or school of
thoughts as unbeliever, mushrik, or kafir, and avoid
or refrain from healthy interactions with them.
Intention must always be to engage in healthy com-
munications in order to broaden one’s own knowl-
edge and understanding and accept that everyone
is entitled to his or her own opinion. Consequently,
everyone must be allowed to practice whatever the
person wishes, as the Glorious Quran says:

SN G 851
There is no compulsion in religion (2:256).
Nonetheless, we must at the same time take the op-

portunity to convey the beauty of the teachings of
Islam.

With reference to birth of Ishmael and Isaac when
Patriarch Abraham was of old age, the Holy Quran
states:
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Commonalities Between Prophet Abraham and Brahmaji
(based on the Bible, Vedas, and Comparison with Prophet
Ibrahim).
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Praise be to Allah, Who has given me, in old age,
Ishmael and Isaac! Surely my Lord is the Hearer
of prayer. My Lord, make me keep up prayer and
(those) from my offspring (too), our Lord, and ac-
cept my prayer (14:39-40).
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We gave her (Sarah) the good news of Isaac, and
beyond Isaac, of Jacob. She said: O wonder! Shall
I bear a son when I am an extremely old woman,
and this my husband (Abraham) an extremely old
man? This is a wonderful thing indeed! They (an-
gels) said: Do you wonder at Allah’s command-
ment? The mercy of Allah and His blessings be on
you, people of the house! (11:71-73).

7.17. Interactions with the Jews and Christians are cov-
ered in the previous sections which show briefly
what the Holy Quran and Holy Bible say on the
subject and note that after Prophet Noah, Prophet
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Abraham is considered Patriarch or the father of
nations.

7.18. Similarly, Brahmaji, is known among the Hindus
as the father of mankind. Hindus have another
name for Brahmaji, namely, Parjapati (father of
nations). Interpretations from Sanskrit, Hebrew,
and Arabic show that Brahma and Abraham have
identical meanings.

7.19. According to the Gopatha Brahmana, Brahmaji
was blessed with two sons in old age (Gopatha
Brahmana 1:1), and they were known as Atharva
and Angiras. Similarly, Abraham was blessed with
two sons in old age Ishmael and Isaac as shown
earlier.

7.20.Comparison of historical evidence prove that
Brahmaji, Patriarch Abraham and Ibrahim alai-
hisalam, are three names of the same person. For
instance, they prayed for heir at old age, and they
all had two wives. Brahmaji’s first wife Saraswati
(Sarah) gave birth after he had a child with second
wife Parvati (Hagar). As is known among the Jews,
Christians and Muslims, Abraham’s wife Hagar
gave birth to Ishmael long before his first wife
Sarah gave birth to Isaac. As cited from the Bible
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Commonalities Between Prophet Abraham and Brahmaji
(based on the Bible, Vedas, and Comparison with Prophet
Ibrahim).

earlier, Ishmael was about fourteen years old when
Isaac was born.

7.21. As stated in paragraphs 6.2 and 6.3, if Brahmaji
is the same as Ibrahim alathisalam, Muslims re-
member him billions of times a day. Perhaps more
than the Hindus remember him in a year.

7.22.The ‘Atharva Rishi’ referred to in the mantras was
the Prophet Ishmael among the Jews, Christians,
and Muslims. Brahmaji, gifted his eldest son
Atharva with Divine knowledge (Mundaka
Upanishad), and as shown above the Lord had
blessed Ishmael similarly (Genesis 17:20).

7.23.In the Mundaka Upanishad, one of the authentic
Upanishads, it is stated that Brahma was the first
of the gods. He taught his son, Atharva, Brahma
Vidya or the Divine Scripture, which is the source
of all knowledge. Brahma Vidya is another name
of the Atharva Veda. (Mundaka Upanishad 1:1).

7.24.Historical research provide evidence that Ishmael
and Atharva had similar characteristics, and so
were Isaac and Angiras. In Atharva Veda there
are mantras headed Purush Medda, which means
‘human sacrifice’ and reference to sacrifice of
Atharva is similar to the sacrifice of Ishmael, which
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Almighty Allah stopped and replaced with the sac-
rifice of a ram

7.25.There are many other similarities between these
pairs, for example: Ishmael or Atharva acquired the
traits of Hagar or Parvati while Isaac and Angiras
acquired the traits of Sarah or Saraswati.

7.26.Without prolonging the discussions, it is sufficient
on the basis of circumstantial evidence to conclude
that Brahmaji, Patriarch Abraham and Ibrahim
alathisalam, were different names of the same per-
son. Consequently, the Jews, Christians, Hindus,
and Muslims are descendants of the same ances-
try, and they should all be considered as “cousins”
and treated as such to forge abiding brotherhood
of humanity.
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O you who have been given the Book, believe in
what We have revealed, verifying what you (al-
ready) have, before We destroy the leaders and
turn them on their backs, or curse them as We

cursed the Sabbath-breakers. And the command
of Allah is ever executed (4:47).
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Commonalities Between Prophet Abraham and Brahmaji
(based on the Bible, Vedas, and Comparison with Prophet
Ibrahim).

7.27.Presentations like this to the Hindus, Jews and
Christians bring them closer to Islam and makes
them think and accept that Islam is indeed a reli-

gion of peace and tolerance and not of aggression
and bigotry.
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And certainly, We have set forth for people in this
Quran examples of every sort that they may be

mindful (39:27).
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Chapter 8

THE BEES, THE QURAN, AND
THE MESSAGE OF ISLAM

8.1. There is an important correlation between the first
verse quoted at the beginning of this book and
sharing information on Islam.

8.2. The verse cited in the Introduction appears in
Chapter 16: Al-Nahl — The Bee, and there is a log-
ical and valid relationship between spreading the
teachings of Islam and the “revelation” to the bees.
This chapter states that the bee received inspira-
tion or revelation:
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03 Ces man
Your Lord revealed to the bee: Make hives in the
mountains and in the trees and in what they build

(16:68).
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8.3.

8.4.

8.5.

The Bees, the Quran, and the Message of Islam

Bees then gather from flowers the best of what
is in them, to produce honey which we are told is:
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A beverage of many colours in which there is heal-
ing for human beings (16:69).

Similarly, Divine revelation to the Holy Prophet
gathered the best of what was revealed to previous
prophets and presented them in the Holy Quran,
which is also called “a healing” of the soul for peo-
ple of all colours and countries, who are accept-
ing Islam based on the sweetness, harmonious or
soothing nature of its teachings:
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O people, an admonition (the Holy Quran) has in-
deed come to you from your Lord and a healing
for what is in the hearts; and a guidance and a
mercy for the believers (10:57).

The indication to us is that perhaps the message of
Islam will be accepted by chosen people who are
the best of communities. The bee collects from the
best flowers to produce honey for healing of our
body, while the message in the Holy Quran entic-
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8.6.

Unity in Diversity

es the best and most noble people in the society to
accept the teachings of Islam for the healing and
nourishment of their souls. The soul can only prog-
ress to a higher level by following the guidance giv-
en by our Creator and taking the most appropriate
actions and doing the best of deeds which are ac-
ceptable to Him.
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Surely, We have revealed to you the book wlth
truth for (the good of) people. So, whoever goes
aright, it is for his own soul, and whoever goes
astray, goes astray only to its detriment. And you
are not in charge of them (39:41).

It is also interesting to note that Almighty Allah
taught the bees to be very disciplined and remain
fully committed extracting the best nectar from
the flowers to produce the honey for the good of
the body and the lesson for human beings is to be
always disciplined and remain loyal and willing to
give their time and energy as the bees in dissem-
ination of the message of the Holy Quran for the
nourishment of the souls of those who accept the
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The Bees, the Quran, and the Message of Islam

noble teachings or support in any way possible.
The message has to first reach the people who have
either influence in the society or who can set ex-
ample for the others to emulate so that the masses
can join them. Leaders and imams should be set-
ting example to the followers by accepting and dis-
seminating the actual, pure, and pristine teachings
of Islam based on the Words of Merciful Allah and
not on hearsay.
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And from among you there should be a commu-

nity who invite to good and enjoin the right and
forbid the wrong. And these are they who are suc-

cessful (3:104).
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9.1.

Chapter 9

SPIRITUAL LESSONS FROM

IBLIS (SATAN).

One may wonder what lessons can anyone learn
from Iblis in the teachings of Islam or in any other
field? However, a closer look manifest the actions
and manipulations of Iblis distracts people from
doing good deeds, as he had told the Lord of the
worlds when human beings were created:
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He (Iblis) said: As You have judged me to be in

error, I will certainly lie in wait for them in Your

straight path, then I shall certainly come upon
them from in front of them and from behind
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9.2.

Spiritual Lessons from Iblis (Satan).

them, and from their right and from their left;
and You will not find most of them thankful. He
(Allah) said: Get out of it, despised, driven away.
Whoever of them will follow you, I will certainly

fill hell with you all (7:16-18).

Later, the Holy Quran states::

-
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He (Iblis) said: My Lord, as You have judged me
to be in error, I shall certainly make (evil) seem
good to them on earth, and I shall cause them
all to deviate, except Your servants from among

them, the purified ones. He (Allah) said: This is a
right way with Me. As regards My servants, you
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have no authority over them except such of the de-
viators as follow you. And surely hell is the prom-
ised place for them all (15:39-43).
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9.3.

9.4.

Unity in Diversity
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Say to My servants that they speak what is best.
Surely the devil sows dissensions among them.

The devil is surely an open enemy to man. Your
Lord knows you best (17:53-54).

At the beginning of every prayer, we recite
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I seek the refuge of Allah from the accursed devil
and in the last Chapter of the Holy Quran, we
seek the protection from the
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evil of the whisperings of the sneaking (Iblis) who
whispers into the hearts (and minds) of people

(114:4-5)

Iblis has kept his side of the bargain and is consis-
tently attacking everyone from all sides. As a re-
sult, the crime rates are increasing everywhere and
the crime against humanity is continuing to esca-
late exponentially. It is therefore vital for everyone
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9.5.

Spiritual Lessons from Iblis (Satan).

to take a few seconds to decide whether what one
is about to do or say based on what Almighty Allah
has prescribed or if it is coming from the whisper-
ings of the devil or Iblis. This applies equally in dis-
cussions with family members, friends or in inter-
actions with others so that unnecessary arguments,
quarrels, tensions, and controversies are avoided.

It is earnestly hoped that everyone who sees this
book will be mindful of the above in all walks of
life including interactions with other communities.
Some people may be passionate about dissemina-
tion of the message of Islam to others as the Holy
Book is a healing for anxious souls, but it is essen-
tial to maintain humility, politeness and accord
due cognition to the feelings and beliefs of others
who may not share their views.
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The Qur’an that We reveal is a healing and a

mercy to the believers, and it only increases the
wrongdoers in loss (17:82).
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Itis to those who believe a guidance and a healing,
and those who do not believe, there is a deafness
in their ears, and it is obscure to them (41:44).
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Chapter 10

DIVINE GUIDANCE AND THE
FINAL REVELATION

10.1. Guidance to humanity which commenced with
Prophet Adam culminated with the advent of
the last and final prophet of Allah, Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings of Allah be upon
all of them. Consequently, the Holy Quran is the
conclusion and summary of the teachings from our
Creator to humanity. It incorporates and encapsu-
lates all the previous Scriptures including but not
limited to the Zabur, Torah and the Gospel or the
Bible as well as what may have been in the original
Vedas, Upanishads and other revealed Books.

10.2. Almighty Allah says there is not a nation but a war-
ner or messenger was sent by Him.
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Unity in Diversity

Mankind is a single nation. So, Allah raised
prophets as bearers of good news and as war-
ners, and He revealed with them the Book with
truth (2:213).

99w

For every nation there is a messenger (10:47).
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Surely, We have sent you with the Truth as a
bearer of good news and a warner. And there is
not a people but a warner has gone among them
(35:24).
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We do not send messengers but as bearers of good
news and warners; then whoever believes and

acts aright, they shall have no fear, nor shall they
grieve (6:48).
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Divine Guidance and the Final Revelation
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Certainly, We raised in every nation a messenger,
saying: Serve Allah and shun the devil (16:36).

Pure pages (Holy Quran), in which are (all) right
books (98:2-3).

10.3.These Sacred Scriptures provide the entire facets
of human life and what the Creator expects of hu-
manity based on the “Manuals” of instructions that
He had revealed, specified, and prescribed, all of
which are summarized in the concluding or the last
and final edition of the manual of instructions - the
Holy Quran.

(b b ke § L
We have not neglected anything in the Book (Holy
Quran) (6:38).

10.4.Inlight of the above, the Holy Prophet Muhammad,
peace and blessings of Allah be upon him, was
raised for the entire mankind and to unite all of
humanity into one global family.
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Blessed is He Who sent down the Criterion upon

His servant that he might be a warner to (all) the
nations (25:1).
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Say: O people, I am only a plaln warner to you.

So those who believe and do good, for them is

forgiveness and an honourable sustenance. And

those who strive to oppose Our messages, they
are the inmates of the flaming Fire (22:49-51).
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O Prophet, surely We have sent you as a witness,

and a bearer of good news and a warner, and as

an inviter to Allah by His permission, and as a
light-giving sun. And give the believers the good
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news that they will have great grace from Allah.
And do not obey the disbelievers and the hypo-
crites, and disregard their annoying talk, and
rely on Allah. And Allah is sufficient as having

charge of affairs (33:45-48).
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We have not sent you but as a bearer of good news
and as a warner to all mankind (34:28).
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You are only a warner and for every people a
guide (13:7).
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We have not sent you but as a mercy to the na-
tions (21:107)

10.5.The previous prophets came for their own nations.
For instance, Israelites believed only in their own
tribal prophets, the Aryans recognized only the
truth of their own rishis, Jesus Christ came only to
gather the lost sheep (tribes) of the Israelites.

10.6.For example, the following extracts from the Holy
Bible may be noted pertaining to the advent and
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teachings of Prophet Jesus, peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him: He sent his twelve disciples and
commanded them, saying:

do not go into the way of the Gentiles, and do not
enter a city of the Samaritans. But go rather to the
lost sheep of the house of Israel (Matthew 10:5-6).

10.7. Later Jesus said:
I was not sent except to the lost sheep of the house
of Israel (Matthew 15:24).

10.8.Jesus also said that his teachings were not for
others and when a woman of Canaan asked for
help, he said:
It is not good to take the children’s bread and
throw it to the little dogs (Matthew 15:26, Mark

7:27).

10.9.It must be noted that there are some very good
teachings by Prophet Jesus and those which are in
accordance with the teachings in the Holy Quran,
must be accepted. It should also be noted that the
Holy Quran consolidates over 30 thousand verses
of the Holy Bible and tens of thousands of verses
in other scriptures, and there are obviously some
relevant details in those Scriptures, which are sum-
marized in the Holy Quran, which stipulates the
laws and the principles.
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Whoever does good deeds, whether male or fe-
male, and is a believer — these will enter the
Garden, and they will not be dealt with unjustly
in the least. And who is better in religion than he
who submits himself entirely to Allah while doing
good (to others) and follows the faith of Abraham,
the upright one? And Allah took Abraham for a

friend (4:124-125).
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We know best what they say, and you are not one

to compel them. So remind by means of the Quran
him who fears My threat (50:45).

10.10. The teachings and practices by the followers of all
the previous prophets, who could number tens of
thousands, as the previous verses show that mes-
sengers and warners were sent to every nation, the
Mighty Master had given the mantle to the Holy
Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings of Allah
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be upon him, to gather all of them into one united
human race.

10.11. In view of the above examples, one must remain
conscious of the fact that Almighty Allah has re-
vealed and repeated that Islam will become dom-
inant religion, not the only religion:
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Heitis Who has sent His Messenger with the guid-
ance and the Religion of Truth that He may make
it prevail over all religions, though those who set

up partners (with Allah) are averse (9:33; 48:28
and 61:9).

10.12. Let us continue to pray that our efforts will assist
in achieving these goals, and foster harmonious
relationship and mutual respect among all human
beings.
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Excellent Answerer of prayers are We! (37:75).
10.13. Notwithstanding, all the differences that ex-
ist among various communities, with the above

knowledge, Muslims should be in the forefront in
the mission of uniting humankind and establishing
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Divine Guidance and the Final Revelation

true and enduring fraternal bond as they testify to
the truth of all the original revelations to the pre-
ceding prophets, and it is obligatory to have faith in
and respect for all of them.
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Who believe in what has been revealed to you (O
Prophet) and what was revealed before you (2:4).
and:
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we make no distinction between any of them and
to Him (Allah) we submit (2:136 and 3:84).

10.14. In light of the diversity of the teachings over thou-

sands of years, some 1,500 years ago the Lord of
the worlds decided that He had provided all the
Guidance to humanity and summarized those into
one final comprehensive Code of Conduct and
Practice for entire humankind, which is available
as the Holy Quran.

10.15. The last version of the “Manual” summarizes in

6,236 verses all the specifications and instructions
that were in the earlier editions. At the conclusion
of which, the Creator states:
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This day I have perfected for you your religion

and completed My favour to you and chosen for
you Islam as a religion (5:3).
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11.1.

11.2.

11.3.

Chapter 11
CONCLUSION

As Muslims accept all the previous prophets, it is
only fair to expect others to accept Holy Prophet
Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) also as a prophet and messenger of Allah
(God) and respect him as such.

In light of the broadness of Islamic teachings,
Muslims should take the lead in encouraging mem-
bers of all the other faiths such as Zoroastrians,
Buddhists, Hindus, Judaism, Christianity, to join
hands with them in promoting peace, tolerance,
goodwill, mutual respect for each other and greater
understanding among the nations.

The Holy Quran states that there is no compul-
sion in religion. Consequently, Muslims should not
coerce or persuade others to accept Islam, but only
encourage them to study and decide for themselves
if Islam has anything spiritually beneficial for them
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based on the Holy Quran and their respect for all
the previous prophets.
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These are the verses of the Book of Wisdom — a
guidance and a mercy for the doers of good, who
keep up prayer and give the due charity and who

are certain of the Hereafter. These are on a guid-
ance from their Lord, and these are they who are

successful (31:2-5).
11.4. Finally, Almighty Allah reassures us that the Quran
is a Reminder of what was revealed to previous

prophets and that He will Guard it as the final rev-
elation to humanity as per following examples:
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Surely, We have revealed the Reminder, and sure-
ly We are its Guardian (15:9).
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Conclusion

This is nothing but a Reminder and a plain Quran,
to warn him who would have life, and (that) the
word may prove true against the disbelievers

(36:69-70).

11.5. We pray that this humble attempt may be of assis-
tance to readers in promoting unity among diversi-
ty of humanity.

— The end —
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(Holy Quran 2:136 and 3:84).

Certainly, We have made distinct in this Quran for
humanity every kind of description
(Holy Quran 18:54, 17:89 and 30:58).

Indeed, We have given to Abraham’s children the Book
and the Wisdom, and We have given them a grand
kingdom. So, some of them believe in him, and some of
them turn away from him. And Hell is sufficient to burn
(4:54-55).

Call to the way of your Lord with wisdom and goodly
exhortation, and argue with them in the best manner.
Surely your Lord knows best him who strays from His
path, and He knows best those who go aright (16:125).

There is no compulsion in religion (2:256).
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